Funding the Future

Infographic: Why do we need economic growth

Published: August 23, 2026, 6:25 am

Why do we need economic growth?

( 1. The assumption

o They say growth will make us better off
o Thay say it will pay for bekber public sarvices.

+ Buk they rarely ask why we need
growth ot all.
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2. What growth means &

 Economic grewth uwsually meses on increase
in GOF, or gress domestic procuct.

w GOP mensures the Eotal vabes of svengthing
country produces snd sells,

® But more GDP does rot necessarily mean

|
pesple are better off.
o Tf  fockory polletes o i, claaning it =

adds to GO, but we'd haw been better l
off without the pellution.
® S, GOP i net, by itself, o memsere of sussess

* Mars homes, food, energy and
essential serees can improve Lives.
o Poorer countries ma still need
substantial growth in these things.
* Bub richer countries face
a different question.
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* We low on o

* W comact heap apleiting thems formarr.
+ Climate charge and the dissppearance of

4. There are limits

like ol minarals and some forms of lefe daelf:
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animals and plants impose real limiks.
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5 Growth does not guarantee wellbeing
5 Growth, can imreast, profils for bnnivnsses

el vt fo irmatars withiuk reiing
el

* Governmants dor't have to wait for the

. lhrulq‘dmmmthmm

6. Hiuiimkﬁdomtdzpudmgwﬂl
S

scsnomy o grow bafors improving

» They can alwags create the money i

reqired. to do thak.

7. Some growth is essential

# That said, we need more healthcare,

.w.mam-..nu.ng,wd
greater enerny efficiency.
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 The choioe is nok simply bebween groeth

W need 4o ask: what should grow,

8. The question must change

snd o grouth in that case

andl what should shrink?
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o Bk it has to happen within the lmits o Tha quation is, do v mast nesds,
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Conclusion The ssmom dosst nsed gonth for groth's soke. What we nesd is wiough A4

econamic activity to meet everyone's needs, increase wellbeing and let people thrive,
while. respecting the limits of cur planet. Tt is up bo us to pricritise that
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How to expand this image

If you press CTRL or Command and the Plus (+) key on your keyboard, your browser
should increase the size of your page every time you do this. Press CTRL or Command
and the 0 (zero) key together to restore the screen to normal.
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How to download this image.

If you right-click the image, you should be given the option to download it to your
computer. So long as you do so without the intent to make a profit, you may do so
without further permission. Commercial use requires consent. But if you just want to
share it, do so with whoever and wherever you want. That is the purpose of these
infographics.

The image library _ _ .
We have a library of these images. It is.available here, All downloads are free, but

donations help our work.

Al use

| wrote this infographic. | used Al to create the final image.
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