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This is the first in a short new series of infographics:

Economic gaslighting

1. What is economic gaslighting? £ 2. “There is no money”

o Economic guslighting presents ONE o We are tod. the government
palitical choices as econcenic facts ANSWER? cannot afford better public
i
& It encourages the idea that there s
PR L o But the UK government
oy e paite wher there et |
It is ot like o family tht
Tt shups 15 questioning those in power can run out of cash
Some examphes help. o The real question is ot
whether there is money, but
are there wseful things to
spend it on?
3. "The budget must balance” 4. "The national debt
has to be repaid”
®» We are worned the debt will
burdan, future generations
« But sa-called government debt
is actually private sactor savings
 The slogan creates flear
insbead of proper understanding
5. “Fiscal rules leave 6. “The City decides
us no choice” interest rates”

® Governments write their * We are told financial

own fiscal rules marksts are i charge
* They can change them. o But the Bank of England
whenever they choose sets base inberest rotes
# Political decisions are # 5o, the government: has
presented a3 econcmic musch more control over
L-_mmailu intarest rates than it odmits
-
-
7. “Inflation must 8. “Trickle-down
always be 2%" economics works”
The 2% torget is » We are told making the P
prestrted as urquestionable weslthy richer benefits everyans :
Tt is a policy choice, o [ el ek i .
not o baw of economics rewer copeared. il y
Differenst priorities could Yt i e g coming bk
t Jjustify a different target L
r n|
9. "There is no alternative” N 10. How to recognise
This. s the ultinate form. of economic gaslighting
L i @ Msk, “Ts this an sconomic fact
(o thare or a political choice?”
Sl Debg <\l o Ak, "Where s the evidence?”
4Tt Jik g Bt o Ask, “Who benefits i
l_m-»iﬂ " - 1 beliewe this®™
Conclusion Eenemic guslighting perssades us that political choices are unaveidable econcmic: laws. mj
———— Dwce you recognise the patbern, you can question it, challenge it and demand better decisicns.
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How to expand this image

If you press CTRL or Command and Plus (+) on your keyboard, your browser should
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https://www.taxresearch.org.uk/Blog/2026/08/04/infographic-economic-gaslighting/

increase the size of your page every time you do this. Press CTRL or Command and the
0 (zero) key together to restore the screen to normal.

How to download this image.

If you right-click the image, you should be given the option to download it to your
computer. So long as you do so without a view to making a profit, you may do so
without further permission. Commercial use requires consent. But if you just want to
share it, do so with whoever and wherever you want. That is the purpose of these

infographics.
The ima?e Iibrary{ _ _
We are planning a library of these images. It will be available soon (I hope).

Al use

In one way or another, | used Al when creating this post, including for spell-checking as
| was writing it. | explain how | use that technology here, | also used a word
processor, my brain, coffee, discussion, and experience based on about 50
years of reading and observation.

Page 2/2


https://www.taxresearch.org.uk/Blog/2026/07/26/my-use-of-ai/

