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A comment was posted on this blog this morning, which hinted that it did not believe
Andy Burnham's suggestion that “Manchesterism is the end of neoliberalism”.

I responded that Burnham seems more like a member of the Manchester School of
Liberalism. This school promoted what we would now call arch-neoliberalism.

And what is clear is that Burnham is failing, very badly. Who knows when he actually
has to face Parliament next week, as he is already crumbling.

This morning we have:

The usual backtracking, then.

And then there is this:

If he had not thought this through before reaching Number 10, he should never have
got there.

And he is wrong, of course, to equate trade unions with single private donors. That
shows a distinct lack of analytical ability.
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And then there is this:

Why is no decision imminent? How much more shit in the water is required before the
interests of people who cannot survive without clean water come above those of hedge
funds?

And recall that he has not responded to calls from 100 or more Labour MPs for
immediate reform of the parliamentary voting system.

What is more, he has still said nothing about press reform in the light of its lynching of
Jason Arday.

I saw Burnham when he was first a minister.

I saw him as. failed candidate for the leadership, twice.

I thought he would fail badly this time.

He already is.

And why? Because you cannot be prime minister unless you know your own mind, why
you hold your opinions and have the courage to deliver on their basis. He is possessed
of none of those things.
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