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This infographic was requested yesterday. It was already on my to-do list, but the
request made it a priority. Feel free to ask; that's my suggestion.

Public Goods

What is a public good? Public goods are all around us
= A public good is something we all * A fair tax system is o public good.
benefit from.

* Law and order are public goods.

* One person's use does not stop YA g acy éia publc goed: *'-..
aryone else using it. * Mational defence is a public good

Seme public gocds share mast of these Straet lighting i lie

features, even if not all of them perfectly. o Slraat Ligting is &/ public. geadl.
It is difficult, or impossible, ta stop * Clean air is a public good.
anyone benefiting from a public good. =

* Everyone can use it at the same time.

S

Businesses aren't good at public goods

[H]
Some public goods are services. . B“‘{:‘““ tu,muy aand
instituti LU customers to pay.
* Some are institutions. i
7 Public goods are difficult to sell
 Some are shared parts of 'E '=Sbm:='l=u u:
= Everyone its whether

our environment.

i — or not — sa m le
They help saciety werk together. o, Ll pay, even if :E,Pe:u
\l:i:hm uudm‘. :w::fdﬂy life mﬂd’%% * So, markets and private companies
ome much harder, P TS -
) create few public goods.

What government can do

* Government should arganise the
delivery of public goeds.

+ It can make sure everyone bensfits,

not just those wha can pay.

Tt has the capacity to keep them

working over many years.

It should alse be held responsible

when they fail,

-

B Public goods help the whole economy

* Businesses depend on public goods 5
every day.

* Schools help create skilled workers.

* Courts help people trust contracts.

» (eed reads and communications
help trads.

» Public geads make private
businesses poasible.

Public goods are investments
+ Some people say public goods are a cost.
* They aren't. They are the foundations "
of society. Secinty decides what matters mest
We make these choices through

s They halp peaple live batber, safer, -
men: FulﬁllP: livees. :‘:‘Iﬂ"ﬂcr- RIS
o They make communities stronger. i t:gﬁ':g?"*‘ . value

+ They make the econcewy mare productive. + They are an investment in
all our futures.

Public goods are the shared foundations of a successful society.
They exist for everyone's benefit and that is precisely why
no one but government can reliably provide them.

B We choose them together

* There is ne peefect list of
public goods.
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If you press CTRL or Command and Plus (+) on your keyboard, your browser should
increase the size of your page every time you do this. Press CTRL or Command and the
Minus (-) key together to restore the screen to normal. | can get to at least 2 times the
normal size by doing this.

How to download this image.

If you right-click the image, you should be given the option to download it to your
computer. So long as you do so without a view to making a profit, you may do so
without further permission. Commercial use requires consent. But if you just want to
share it, do so with whoever and wherever you want. That is the purpose of these

infographics.
The ima?e IibrarY _ _
We are planning a library of these images. It will be available soon.
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