Funding the Future

Trump is going to pay an enormous cost for his defeat
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Trump is claiming he won the war in Iran, which | stress is not over as yet; it is just on
hold.

But then the FT reported this today:

The Trump administration is prepared to allow the establishment of a $300bn
investment fund for Iran if Tehran agrees to a final settlement to end the war that
includes a nuclear deal.

A senior US official said Washington had discussed the possibility of sanctions relief and
“a big $300bn fund to rebuild their country”. The incentives would be connected to
Iran’s “performance” adhering to the memorandum of understanding that is to be
formally signed in Switzerland on Friday.

They added:

A person briefed on the talks said the establishment of the fund would be contingent on
a final settlement that is part of the MoU and would follow an extension of the ceasefire
by 60 days, the reopening of the Strait of Hormuz and further negotiations on a nuclear
deal.

Let me put this in context. $300bn is as close as makes no difference, one third of US
annual defence spending. This is a massive sum to spend to ensure that Iran does what
it was already doing before 28 February this year, by keeping the Strait of Hormuz open
and taking part in nuclear monitoring.

Victors do not pay reparations of this sort.
Victors do not pay losers to do what they were already doing.

| continue to doubt that this war is over: Israel will ensure that it is not. But what we do
know is that Trump and Netanyahu have, between them, convincingly proved the folly
of both war and imperial ambitions in the world as it is now.
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https://www.taxresearch.org.uk/Blog/2026/06/16/trump-is-going-to-pay-an-enormous-cost-for-his-defeat/
https://www.ft.com/content/088c14d3-f708-44d8-a306-7996aa5211de?segmentId=b0d7e653-3467-12ab-c0f0-77e4424cdb4c&amp;syn-25a6b1a6=1

This saga has not ended yet, and | suspect that no one at the G7 believes that,
excepting Trump, but what they will know is that Trump is going to pay an enormous
cost for the defeat that is now rolling his way.
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