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I am shamelessly using material where I can find it right now - without apology, and this
post is based on a comment by RobertJ, actually submitted a couple of days ago, but
which I did not have the energy to read at the time.

I have edited very lightly, largely to add format to the piece.

There are three reasons why I like Robert's post:

* It respects people's right to be angry

* It grants angry people agency

* It demands that we listen

Some questions for our conversations with colleagues, neighbours, communities, and
families.

* How has Britain been failing, and how has that affected you and your neighbours?
* What explanations has gov’t given for those problems, and do you accept their
excuses?
* What would you like the government to do?
* What excuses do they give you for not doing it?
* If you were Chancellor, and the Bank of England had to give you the money you
needed to deal with the problems you have identified, what would YOU spend it on?
* Can you think of times when the gov’t HAS come up with the cash, even when they
said they couldn’t afford it?
* How did they DO that?
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* Where do you think the money we use to pay our taxes to the government comes
from in the first place?
* Where does the gov’t say it comes from?
* Do you believe them?

Different groups respond to different “good questions” – we must really listen to THEIR
answers, and to THEIR questions – the ones we hope OUR questions will provoke –
because Reform UK Ltd. have successfully exploited the fact that people have got used
to NOT being listened to, but being constantly lectured to.

These questions are NOT so we can provide OUR answers, but so we can hear THEIR
answers and be genuinely interested in what they say to us. We are after hearts and
minds, finally getting it about “Money” so they can see a politics of care and economy
of hope, might work, not so we can win arguments.

Two final questions for our friends, then:

* What would they expect a “politics of care” to look like?
* What would they expect a Chancellor or PM to do if they believed in an “economy of
hope”?
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