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Everything changed, and nothing changed. The single tra...

Published: June 19, 2026, 5:51 am

The result is known.

Andy Burnham won resoundingly, increasing Labour’s share of the vote in the
Makerfield constituency by winning 55% of the vote, leaving Reform trailing in second
place with 35%, far below expectations.

Restore did get more than 6% of the vote.

In combination, the far right got 42% of the vote, Labour 55%, and the other major
political parties under 4% between them.

Nothing in this result changes the analysis that | provided yesterday. The Burnham
effect increased the Labour vote by 31%, and reduced that of Reform by 16%. People
flocked to beat fascists. It was an exceptional factor. People in Manchester voted in the
hope that Manchester would get a Prime Minister. That situation will not recur.

And so, what now?

Burnham says Labour must change, but has chosen a group of economic advisers who
are neoliberal to their core, including a former director of the Office for Budget
Responsibility, Andy Haldane, formerly from the Bank of England, and Lord Jim O’Neill,
once of Goldman Sachs. In summary, nothing will change with people like that on his
advisory team.

Let’s not pretend otherwise. Burnham is going to play to the markets, not to the people,
continuing with Labour Party policy that long ago forgot what the party’s roots were and
whom it is meant to serve. Ignore the rhetoric of the victory speech. Look at the man'’s
intentions based upon the people he's already chosen to advise him.

No one can doubt now that Burnham will be Prime Minister. Starmer has to decide
today, or at the very least over the weekend, whether to allow an orderly progression or
instead create a messy situation which cannot help Labour. But whichever happens,
nothing changes the fact that if Burnham chooses to be neoliberal to his core, he has no
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answers relevant to the people of Makerfield or the UK as a whole. In that case, come
2029, Labour will face just as many difficulties and the same potential annihilation as it
does now under Starmer.

In summary: everything changed, and nothing changed. The single transferable party is
still in charge.
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