Funding the Future

Trump does not care

Published: May 15, 2026, 6:02 am

Donald Trump may accidentally have told the truth this week. He openly admitted that
he was not thinking about the financial well-being of ordinary Americans when deciding
his policy on Iran. That matters because it reveals something fundamental about both
Trump and the system that created him.

In this video, | explore why Trump’s government increasingly looks like a government of
billionaires for billionaires, detached from the economic reality facing ordinary people.
Rising food prices, fuel costs, inflation, shortages and supply chain failures are
becoming real pressures across the world, and yet those at the top appear indifferent to
the consequences.

| argue that this is not simply about Trump as an individual. It is about the endgame of
neoliberalism itself. A political and economic system built to transfer wealth upwards is
now failing economically, politically, socially and even militarily. The warning signs are
everywhere: disrupted trade, shortages, financial instability, rising insecurity and
growing public anger.

The question now is what comes next. Can politics based on care, security and
well-being replace a model built on extraction and inequality before the damage
becomes irreversible?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JWL6wUBUHVE?si=1Qq2tFulxoAaBZI2

This is the audio version:

https://www.podbean.com/player-v2/?i=64huf-lac3e43-pb&amp;from=pb6admin&amp;
share=1&amp;download=1&amp;rtI=0&amp;fonts=Arial&amp;skin=f6fef6&amp;font-c
olor=auto&amp;logo_link=episode_page&amp;btn-skin=c73a3a
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This is the transcript:

Every now and again, Donald Trump almost says something that’s true. Now it's very
rare. Most of the time, | don’t believe a word he says. | doubt that he believes a word he
says, but sometimes, just occasionally, something slips out, and this week it did.

He said he did not think about the financial position of people in the USA when
considering his strategy on the war with Iran. Now, that was an astonishing admission;
an admission of utter indifference to the well-being of the people of the USA, and on
this occasion, | think we should believe every word that he said.

Trump is arguably the richest man ever to hold the US presidency. He has used his
second term to considerably enhance that wealth; that we know. He and his sons have
been involved in the most massive amount of trading to improve their financial
positions. And his cabinet already contains more billionaires than any other in US
history. Patterns of insider trading, now becoming very clear before every one of his
press announcements, suggests that those who aren’t yet billionaires are intent on
becoming so. And this then is a government of the wealthy, by the wealthy, for the
wealthy.

Ordinary Americans are simply not part of the Trump world. Trump and his cabinet are
totally detached from ordinary economic reality, as most Americans and most people
around the world would see it. They can only identify with tech billionaires who backed
and funded them.

Rising food and fuel prices are beyond Trump’s imagination as a result, and whatever
he spends on either, the impact on his well-being is so small that he does not
understand that for most Americans, the inflation that he is creating is a real pressure
on their well-being.

He doesn’t realise that Americans are terrified of inflation, job losses and recession, and
he is not. That is the difference between Trump and his electorate. That is what is going
to break the MAGA regime.

And none of this is an accident. What is happening is the logical endpoint of
neoliberalism. That system was always designed to extract maximum value from
working people and to reallocate it to a tiny elite who could claim they were worth it, as
the saying goes. Now we can see that not only are they not worth it, but that by
pursuing this agenda, they are destroying the American economy, and with it, that of
much of the rest of the world.

The warnings that I've given on this channel about forthcoming shortages are now
being borne out in real time. What we are seeing is that absolute shortages of fuel and
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food are emerging, and these will be hitting us from mid-june onwards. They are
already hitting Southeast Asia; we know they are coming.

At the same time, business supply chains are already becoming disrupted, and the
warning signals are flashing everywhere about the fact that this is going to get very
much worse.

And it’s not just in the obvious businesses that we are seeing this. You'd think about oil,
you’'d think about food, but the most recent warning is with regard to insulation
materials and paint, both of which are delaying shipbuilding. The crisis is going to
emerge everywhere.

Businesses will begin to fail as a result during the autumn, and the banking crisis that |
have forecast is going to develop as a consequence, whether we like it or not, unless
Trump gets back to the negotiating table, and that’s not very likely.

The sequence I'm talking about is not speculation now. It is already visible, and it is
highly likely to see its way through to the end.

And in that case, let me make one warning: never underestimate the anger of a mother
who cannot feed her children. Faced with that situation, most people, most especially
mothers, will do almost anything to feed their kids. That is a reality. Their children
matter to them more than anything else in the world, and they will not see them go
hungry. That’s when we get societal breakdown. The risk is that it may happen.

Steve Keen is talking about world food shortages of up to 20%. | think he may be
overstating it a bit, but the reality is, there is going to be real suffering as a
consequence of food shortages, and that is the crisis that we face. And this reality is
going to hit the USA, the UK, the whole of Europe, and we are already beginning to see
it in Southeast Asia. There are food shortages there already. Anyone who does not
understand this is out of touch with reality, and that includes the man in the White
House.

Is Trump worried about any of this? | take him at his word. He is not.

What he is worried about is losing face over Iran. The fact is that having to stand down
there will be the biggest strategic US military defeat in history. It is fear of that which
motivates him and not fear of the suffering of his own people. The gap between his
priorities and theirs could not be wider, and that gap is now a danger to all of us.

What the evidence shows is that neoliberalism has reached its endgame. It cannot
deliver on its own promises, not even to those it claims to serve. It can’t even deliver
victory in war anymore.

In pursuing wealth and power for an elite, it is destroying the societies it governs.
People are already beginning to reject this political philosophy as a consequence, and
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the USA is heading for both an economic and a political crisis, and that will hasten this
rejection. The UK, Europe, and many others will follow in that wake, and this then is the
moment when we need to talk seriously about what happens next.

The politics of care is, of course, the answer, but the road to it will be painful. There is
going to be a great deal of suffering because of Trump’s indifference to the people of
the USA and the world, and that suffering is the direct consequence of the choices
made by people like him and by all those who supported and enabled him.

The question now is whether we can build something better before the damage is
complete. That's what I'm asking myself. That’'s what I’'m hoping for. | don’t know
whether we can; | fear the consequences of Trump and his indifference, but what about
you?

What do you think? There’s a poll down below. Let us have your opinions. Please like
this video if that’s what you do. Please share it, and if you're so inclined and would like
to give us a donation towards the cost of doing these videos, we’'d be very grateful.

Poll

[poll id="400"]
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