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Why this may not be peace
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We have just published this short video on YouTube and other channels.

This is the transcript:

There is a supposed Middle East peace plan on the table today. | don’t know whether
it’s going to work. I’'m not convinced it will. This plan is uncertain. We don’t even know
what the terms are, and we don’t know if Israel will be bound by it, and that is a
requirement that Iran has imposed inside this plan.

The consequence is that the celebrations of peace this morning do look to me to be
very misplaced.

Donald Trump needed a peace plan; he needed to get out of the threat of genocide that
he had made. He needs to be held accountable for that still, but the reality is that this
peace plan may be an illusion.

The fact is that Israel is determined on war, and if it is, this peace plan will fail very
obviously within days. Hostilities will resume.

The current belief inside world markets that there is going to be peace, and that the oil
price can fall and that share prices can rise, that optimism can return in other words, is
completely misplaced, and all of this ignores one essential point.

The USA has surrendered under the terms of this peace plan. We know it has. It has
agreed to withdraw from its bases in the Gulf. That looks like a surrender in any normal
terms.

It has also agreed to pay reparations to Iran.

It has ceded control of the Straits of Hormuz to Iran.
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It is going to allow it to charge shipping to go through those Straits, which was not the
case before the 28th of February.

This is a massive failure on the part of Donald Trump. Will the world forget that? Will
the US forget that? Will he forget that? Will he try to take retribution in some form?
None of this is known.

Can we live with the idea that Iran is now a major world power? Again, we don’t know. |
don’t know. This is a big change in the world order.

This morning, we are living with a peace that looks like something which is dramatically
different from anything that we have known before. A diminished USA, an enormously
inflated Iran and Israel out of control.

Can we manage this situation? That is the question of the day, and my answer is we
can only wait and see. But don’t hang your hats on peace as yet.

This looks to me as though this is a temporary pause given to Donald Trump by Iran to
let him off the hook with regard to the threat of annihilation that he put in place. That's
something that Iran needed Donald Trump to back away from, but it doesn’t mean
we’ve got peace, and this peace plan does not look viable to me.
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