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The benefits of Starmer going
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The FT noted this morning that:

Heathrow'’s plan for a third runway is facing growing political uncertainty as the
chances rise of chancellor Rachel Reeves leaving office this year, people close to the
airport and the government have said.

The airport faces a race to secure formal planning approval for the runway — needed
before it can begin building — before 2029. Many in the industry consider the timeline
extremely ambitious.

Reeves resurrected the third runway plan in January 2025 and has been seen as a
champion of the project. Losing her as chancellor would “risk” the entire project, a
person close to Heathrow said.

Why note this? Three reasons.

First, we can do without Reeves, a Chancellor as poor and small-minded as Starmer has
been as Prime Minister; a near-fatal combination for the prospects of a government.

Second, we can do without an extension to Heathrow. No government that takes
climate change seriously should be planning such a folly now.

Third, rumour has it that Starmer is planning a reshuffle of his government just after the
disastrous Scottish, Welsh parliament, and English local council election results are
announced in a little over a week's time, as if reshuffling his useless team will save his
own skin when no one thinks that achievable.

| am sure Reeves will survive that reshuffle, but what Starmer will create by reshuffling
his team is more enemies willing to bring him down, and no one will put Reeves back in
the Treasury after Starmer falls, as he surely will.

So, let's hope Starmer does indeed head the way of most recent British prime ministers,
by departing mid-way through his term. The triple benefit will be that he will have gone,
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Reeves will go, and Heathrow will not get a disastrous new runway, with the effort
required to build it instead going into making the UK a more energy-efficient,
sustainable, and resilient economy.

For once, | can live in hope.
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