
Knock it down?
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As the Guardian noted last night:

Plans to restore the crumbling Palace of Westminster could cost £40bn and take up to
61 years, a report by the body set up to investigate how the project should be handled
has found.

Critics labelled the cost as “eye-watering” and said the project lacked accountability.

This cost is absurd and utterly disproportionate.

What is the answer? It has to be knocking the whole place down and starting again.
Repairing a building already wholly unfit for purpose at phenomenal cost is absurd.

Are these people utterly incapable of identifying the obvious?

And, getting rid of this place might be important. Built as a symbol of privilege and
separation from the population at large, it continues to reinforce such ideas. Getting rid
of it might be the best thing we can do. Replacing it with something vastly more open
would symbolise a new democracy. But is that what MPs are frightened of?
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https://www.taxresearch.org.uk/Blog/2026/02/06/knock-it-down/
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2026/feb/05/restoring-the-palace-of-westminster-could-cost-eye-watering-40bn

