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If we had a wise Home Secretary
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| have to share this from The Guardian:

The co-founder of Palestine Action has won a legal challenge to the home secretary’s
decision to ban the group under anti-terrorism laws.

The proscription of Palestine Action, which categorised it alongside the likes of Islamic
State, was the first of a direct action protest group and attracted widespread
condemnation as well as a civil disobedience campaign defying the ban, during which
more than 2,000 people have been arrested.

From 5 July last year, being a member of - or showing support for - the group became
an offence punishable by up to 14 years in prison.

Huda Ammori, a co-founder of Palestine Action, challenged the ban at a trial in the high
court in London, part of which was held in secret and which concluded in December.

On Friday, three judges, led by the president of the king’s bench division, Dame Victoria
Sharp, ruled the decision to proscribe the group was unlawful but the ban on the group
would remain to give the government time to appeal.

They allowed the challenge on two of four grounds, namely that there was “a very
significant interference” with the rights to freedom of speech, freedom of peaceful
assembly and freedom of association and that the then home secretary Yvette Cooper’s
decision to proscribe Palestine Action was not consistent with her own policy.

Let's just note the keywords:
The decision to proscribe the group was unlawful.
My emphasis added.

The person who acted unlawfully was the Home Secretary, not the protestors.
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| am not exonerating actual criminal actions, if they happened. Those undertaking such
action know the risk they are taking. But we are not talking about that, and Yvette
Cooper, when suggesting that her actions were justified by a "terrorism" threat, was
always completely absurd. What she made punishable by 14 years in prison was free
speech condemning genocide, which her government supported, as Wes Streeting has
now effectively acknowledged, although it seems he did nothing to stop it.

A wise Home Secretary would back down now.
We do not have a wise Home Secretary. Expect an appeal.

A wise Prime Minister would now say they take note, and consider how his government
might both uphold free speech and stop genocide (which is continuing).

We do not have a wise Prime Minister.

The corruption in Whitehall goes on as a result.
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