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There is a slight sense of being overwhelmed this morning.

We have lived through a tumultuous week.

Through it all, attention has been paid to the wrong things.

Mandelson is not the victim here, as he implies in a notice issued to the press
yesterday, which The National published despite explicit instructions not to do so.
Mandelson enabled his own fate.

So, too, did Keir Starmer. His claim that he was conned is as laughable as Mandelson's
demand for privacy. Starmer knew what he was doing. He showed indifference to the
victims of Epstein by apppinintg Mandelosn. All the links were known. He revealed his
indifference through his actions. Ignore his words.

And to shift scene, let's also be clear that Trump revealed through his actions this week,
by portraying the Obamas as monkeys, his own deep-seated, innate and politically
charged racism, which he also denied, saying people had misunderstood him.

The reality is that no one misunderstands anything here.

Powerful (but clearly morally inadequate) men want to play the game of power for their
own advantage and then plead immunity from responsibility for the consequences. That
is what we are seeing. And what they obviously still think is that they can get away with
it.

What is also clear is that whilst they might have done so at one time, precisely because
most of the 'fourth estate', or mainstream media, is too spineless to hold anyone to
account for what they do any more, social media is not, and that is where the anger has
swelled.

The need for this alternative media has never been stronger. Without it, the corruption
we can all see would be very much worse.
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But then ask three questions.

First, who owns most of the social media platforms?

Second, how easy would it be to turn them off?

Third, when is that likely to happen?

The link between people, politics, power and accountability hangs by a perilous thread
right now. It is that threat that I find overwhelming. Those who might politely be called
the bastards are so close to winning because can we really rely on the Tech Bros to let
us critique what is happening in the political sphere? I don't think so. Bezos is already
gutting The Washington Post. These people will seek to gut social media next.

And that's one reason why I continue to blog independently of other platforms, and
might need to think about where I host this site. I need to preserve the opportunity to
publish for as long as possible. The noise from social media, which might just be all we
have to hold the powerful to account, has to be preserved in a perilous world. My
question is, how do we ensure that happens?
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