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It is widely reported that Sir Keir Starmer wants Dame Antonia Romeo to be the new
Cabinet Secretary, having sacked the last one he appointed after just a year in office 
without good reason, according to the civil service.

There is just one problem with the appointment. Mr Romeo is, according to Wikipedia:

a managing partner in charge of North America for Oliver Wyman,

And Oliver Wyman is, again according to Wikipedia:

As a global management consulting firm, Oliver Wyman provides advice and analysis on
how companies can improve their performance. The firm undertakes a variety of
notable projects in
the automotive, defense, education, energy, healthcare, telecommunications, transport
ation, and travel industries, but is particularly distinguished in the financial
services sector. Through its partners, the company regularly contributes to business
publications such as the Forbes, Harvard Business Review, The Financial Times,
and The Wall Street Journal. It generates over $500,000 in revenue per consultant, a
figure that is more than double the national average and comes in second only
to McKinsey & Company.

My emphasis added.

Oliver Wyman is a very popular consulting firm with our government.

So, here is a simple question: how can conflicts of interest be avoided if Dame Antonio
Romeo is head of the Civil Service and Cabinet Secretary and her husband is profiting
from contracts she or those she is responsible for might have to approve? Surely that is
not possible?

Is this appointment wise in that case? How can it get ethics approval?

Page 1/1

https://www.taxresearch.org.uk/Blog/2026/02/13/conflicts-of-interest/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antonia_Romeo
https://www.taxresearch.org.uk/Blog/2026/02/13/even-the-civil-service-are-pushing-back-against-starmer/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antonia_Romeo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oliver_Wyman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oliver_Wyman

