
Time with white-fronts
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I was at Welney today.

These were some of the hundreds of sparrows who literally cling to the visitor centre at
the reserve at this time of the year. Most are house sparrows, but there are also tree
sparrows.

Much of the site is currently flooded: it is on the Ouse Washes, which are designed to
hold winter floodwaters. This greylag goose was unfussed:
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The greylags did not have the goose interest to themselves alone. The back two here
are the very much rarer Eurasian white-fronted goose, whiuch summer in the Russian
Arctic tundra. These were the stars of the day.

The Greenland variety has a much more orange bill. I admit the photo has been
enlarged as much as I can push it.

But the moodiest [picture of the day was by Thomas, who joined me this morning. This
is a pied wagtail on the roof of the visitor centre, taken from the bridge that permits
access to the main observatory:

Page 2/3



Time was well spent, I think.
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