Funding the Future

People will not accept enforced prejudice
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Labour is continuing to prove it is inept. As the Guardian reports this morning:

Ministers have rolled back plans for a central element of the proposed digital ID plans,
leaving open the possibility that people will be able to use other forms of identification
to prove their right to work.

This will mean that the IDs, announced to some controversy in September, will no

longer be mandatory for working-age people, given that the only planned obligatory
element was to prove the right to work in the UK.

Why has the policy failed? Because people did not want it to be compulsory or to be
used for penal purposes against immigrants. Both were overreach, and it is clear that
the government had a disaster in the making on its hands if it had pushed the issue.

What to conclude? Three things.
One is that Labour cannot think. That this was going to fail was obvious from the outset.

The second is that this shows a party to be massively out of step with the country it
governs.

The third is something perhaps more important. It is that this country is not ready for,
and would not welcome, authoritarianism and serious constraints on liberties imposed
by a government seeking to enforce structural prejudice. There is some hope in that.
Reform should take note.
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https://www.taxresearch.org.uk/Blog/2026/01/14/people-will-not-accept-enforced-prejudice/
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2026/jan/13/government-rolls-back-digital-identity-card-plans
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2025/sep/25/keir-starmer-expected-to-announce-plans-for-digital-id-cards

