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We published this YouTube Short on the fifth anniversary of the events of January 6,
2021, this lunchtime.

https://youtube.com/shorts/nXM66Eh2DnI?si=0ZlW9Kxv7eP3rTti

This is the transcript:

It's January 6, and it's five years since Donald Trump called his supporters to
Washington and told them that the election had been stolen from them, that he was
their rightful President, and he had been denied what was his.

He told them to " Fight like hell", and he told them to march on the Capitol, and they
did.

I know there are disputes over the interpretation of this on the BBC, but the fact is that
the Senate found that he was responsible for the claim that he made, that they should
"Fight like hell", and that has had consequences.

As Trump supporters marched on the Capitol, the lawmakers inside the building who
feared for their lives, including his Vice-President, appealed to Trump for support for
three hours, and he did nothing. And then, when the National Guard intervened without
his command, he told his supporters that he was proud of them.

He was indicted for this and rightly so, and he was found to be responsible.

Even Mitch McConnell, the leader of the Republicans, said he had to be held to account
for what he did. But he hasn't been - not properly, because time intervened and time
prevented his prosecution, and then the Supreme Court ordered that he could not be
held responsible for an act that was undertaken by him in the course of his duties. How
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we could interpret that as calling upon people to prevent the way of democracy in the
USA from being brought into force, I don't know, but that's what they implied, and now
we see the consequences.

We see Trump governing without restraint.

We see the whole of the US democracy disempowered by a president who has
contempt for it.

We see that he is using his power to flout international law.

We see that people are being abused.

We see that the international order is being overthrown.

This is the consequence of failing to hold a president to account.

We are in an uncomfortable place, precisely because five years ago, nobody took the
right action to hold Donald Trump for calling his supporters to overthrow democracy,
which is precisely what he did.

Comments 

When commenting, please take note of this blog’s comment policy, which is available
here. Contravening this policy will result in comments being deleted before or
after initial publication at the editor’s sole discretion and without explanation
being required or offered.
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