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The UK government has issued a new report on global biodiversity loss, ecosystem
collapse and national security.

This is the summary of their findings:

No. Key Judgement Analytical Confidence Rating (AnCR)

1 Global ecosystem degradation and collapse threaten UK national security
and prosperity. The world is already experiencing impacts, including crop failures,
intensified natural disasters and infectious disease outbreaks. Threats will increase with
degradation and intensify with collapse. Without major intervention to reverse the
current trend, this is highly likely to continue to 2050 and beyond. High

2 Cascading risks of ecosystem degradation are likely to include geopolitical
instability, economic insecurity, conflict, migration and increased inter-state
competition for resources. Moderate

3 Critical ecosystems that support major global food production areas and
impact global climate, water and weather cycles are the most important for
UK national security. Severe degradation or collapse of these would highly likely
result in water insecurity, severely reduced crop yields, a global reduction in arable
land, fisheries collapse, changes to global weather patterns, release of trapped carbon
exacerbating climate change, novel zoonotic diseases and loss of pharmaceutical
resources. The Amazon rainforest, Congo rainforest, boreal forests, the Himalayas and
South East Asia's coral reefs and mangroves are particularly significant for the UK. High
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4 Ecosystem degradation is occurring across all regions. Every critical
ecosystem is on a pathway to collapse (irreversible loss of function beyond repair).
High

5 There is a realistic possibility that some ecosystems (such as coral reefs in
South East Asia and boreal forests) start to collapse from 2030, and others
(rainforests and mangroves) start to collapse from 2050. Low

6 All countries are exposed to the risks of ecosystem collapse within and
beyond their borders. Some will be exposed sooner than others and are likely to act
to secure their interests, particularly water and food security. Moderate

7 Without significant increases in UK food system and supply chain
resilience, it is unlikely the UK would be able to maintain food security if
ecosystem collapse drives geopolitical competition for food. The UK relies on
imports for a proportion of both food and fertiliser and cannot currently produce enough
food to feed its population based on current diets. Countries best placed to adapt are
those that invest in ecosystem protection and restoration, and resilient and efficient

food systems. Moderate
Read that however you will, and what it says is that we are at enormous risk.

| am surprised by some of the weightings, including the moderate rating given to the
second risk category. But let me be candid: these risks are not independent of each
other, and categorising them as distinct is almost a category mistake, as it implies they
are.

| would like to say more, but what is there to say? This report confirms what we know,
which is that unless we take these threats seriously, we are in very deep trouble. | have
known this since around 1974, when | bought and read this book as a sixth former:
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| was persuaded then, and remain persuaded now, that the costs of economic growth
are seen in the climate breakdown that challenges our very existence, not just our
economy. That was why | was in the Green New Deal Group (which is now moribund)
and wrote most of its materials throughout its existence. Arguing about modern
monetary theory and other such issues matters, but as ever, it is real resources that
matter, and as this report makes clear, these are at risk. We have to take that seriously.
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