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Robert) wrote this in a comment on the blog last night (I have edited only very slightly,
for presentation purposes):

The problem [we have] is much bigger than Trump. It is the entire power structure:

* The White House,
* Pentagon,

* Congress,

* Both US parties,

* Big finance,

* The Christian right,
Zionism,

* A dysfunctional relationship between Federal and State governments,

*

A dysfunctional press, and

* A long history of tolerated economic and racial injustice.

If Trump got “25th Amendmented” by men in white coats tomorrow, or met his Maker,
not a lot would change - unless | D Vance has a different plan, not involving the Koch
empire, Musk, Bill Gates, Zuckerberg, Apple, Big Oil, Bezos, Thiel and money, money,
money. And that’s just considering the US domestic scene without Russia or China or
the health of the planet.

It’s going to be up to the rest of us.

On July 4th 1776, the American colonists decided they would challenge a long-dominant
world super-power, itself ruled by a deranged autocrat, King George Ill.
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They succeeded. It needs to happen again, a quarter of a millennium later, in the
reverse direction.

History is full of stories about the collapse of empires. Hittites, Assyria, Eqgypt, Babylon,
Medes, Persia, Greece, Rome, the Ottomans, Crusaders, Britain, France, Spain, Italy,
Incas, Aztecs, Moghuls, Genghis Khan, Chinese dynasties, the Soviet Union, the Third
Reich, and many others that I've never learned about. One thing they all share - they
all were once thought to be invincible - then they FELL.

By 1945, there were plans in the UK for something better. People had been planning it
and building it since before the war, perhaps to prevent revolution. My home was part
of that, built in 1934 as part of a beautiful and much-appreciated “garden suburb”, now
one of the most deprived parts of Bristol.

It is time for us to deliberately turn away from the current neoliberal US-led tyranny.
Unfortunately, our political leaders lack the courage, the integrity and the imagination
to take us forward. So we will have to do it ourselve,s one step at a time.

The sentiments are ones | share.

The rotten neoliberal empires will fall because they gave the causes of their own failure
built into them. They are unsustainable: ultimately, the simultaneous craving for more,
coupled with the hatred of others, has always led to downfall, and both are in play now.
These edifices will crumble as a result.

That is why considering what should replace them matters now. Imagining what is
possible is essential: the need for an alternative will arise. Although we might not yet
know when a politics of care will be needed, we can be sure it will be.

Comments

When commenting, please take note of this blog’s comment policy, which is available
here. Contravening this policy will result in comments being deleted before or

after initial publication at the editor’s sole discretion and without explanation
being required or offered.
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