
What is the harm of trying?

Published: January 12, 2026, 10:06 pm

What if the real economic madness of this moment isn’t trying something new but
refusing to do so?

Austerity has failed. Inequality is rising. Yet our politicians cling to the same broken
ideas.

In this off-the-cuff, spur-of-the-moment video, I ask a simple question: What’s the harm
of trying something different?

Why not invest? Why not tax wealth? Why not admit that government spending creates
money?

It’s time to stop pretending and start trying.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aCpbDQ-hIpw?si=wEokd9qoHHvL5jwd

This is the transcript:

What is the harm of trying? That's something I actually said to Thomas about an
innovation we are using this morning in production of our videos, and it's an
experiment, and it may not work, but Thomas said, "That's a great title for a video. Why
don't we make one called, What's the Harm of Trying?" And in a sense, that's the whole
theme of everything that we are doing on this channel.

What we are saying is, when everything is failing, and it so obviously is, literally all
around us, what is the harm of trying something else?  Albert Einstein is reputed to have
made the observation that keeping on doing something when you know it's already
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failed in the hope that something might go better next time is one of the definitions of
madness, and that's the economic loop that we are stuck in.

Our politicians keep on trying austerity, and it keeps on delivering misery. That's the
outcome of everything they do. And somehow they're continually surprised by this, as if
the outcome of austerity is going to be news to them when it is inevitable.

So what is the harm of trying something different?

Why shouldn't we understand that the government can create money?

Why don't we want to believe that public investment is actually the route to prosperity?

Why is it that we won't tax wealth more, when so glaringly obviously we need to,
because those without resources need them and would spend their money into the
economy and as a result, create growth, jobs, and everything else that we want,
including, as far as the government is concerned, taxation revenue?

Come to that,  what is the harm of actually believing that government spending comes
before taxation when, glaringly, obviously, that is true, because otherwise, where did
the money come from to pay taxes in the first place?  And yet the government won't
try.

And that's an extraordinary accusation to make.

I can remember teachers at school saying, "If only you tried, Murphy." Well, I did try,
and I did eventually seem to make a success of the show. But the point was that during
most academic years, I didn't bother that much because I was one of those rather
annoying kids who could pass exams and didn't have to bother too much about the
coursework. Sorry, my apology is in there, but the point is, I found out a system that
worked. And our politicians aren't willing to try to find out a system that works.

And that is where we are. That's a definition of the crisis we are in. We aren't trying.

It's got to be worth a try to do something different, hasn't it? Why aren't we doing that?

If any politician wants to come on here and explain why, doing everything the same
again is what they believe is the right thing to do, they're very welcome. I invite any of
them, well, except Reform, because I don't invite fascists on here and frankly, half of
the Tory party as well, for exactly the same reason, but those who are serious about
politics rather than about abusing people, they're welcome to come on here and explain
why it is they won't try, because that's why they're failing us.

What do you think? Do you think our politicians are trying? Or are they like the kids at
the back of the class, trying to sit there, getting away with doing as little as possible,
pretending that everything is working okay, somehow or other, despite the very
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obvious fact that it isn't? Let us know. There's a poll down below.

Poll

[poll id="230"]

Taking further action

If you want to write a letter to your MP on the issues raised in this blog post, there is a
ChatGPT prompt to assist you in doing so, with full instructions, here.

One word of warning, though: please ensure you have the correct MP.
ChatGPT can get it wrong.

Comments 

When commenting, please take note of this blog’s comment policy, which is available
here. Contravening this policy will result in comments being deleted before or
after initial publication at the editor’s sole discretion and without explanation
being required or offered.
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