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History shows it clearly: austerity creates the conditions in which fascism thrives. When
governments strip away public services, weaken safety nets and deepen inequality,
people lose hope in democracy and turn to authoritarian “strongmen.” From Weimar
Germany to modern Britain, austerity is the midwife of fascism. The only way forward is
investment, trust and care.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UMa-aZVLI6I?si=Dx8LM4d-W9 d2IT]

This is the audio version:

https://www.podbean.com/player-v2/?i=uq8i3-1950fbc-pb&amp;from=pb6admin&amp;
share=1&amp;download=1&amp;rtlI=0&amp;fonts=Arial&amp;skin=f6fef6&amp;font-c
olor=auto&amp;logo_link=episode_page&amp;btn-skin=c73a3a

This is the transcript:

Austerity is the midwife of fascism. That's an idea that was put to me the other day,
and the instant | heard it, | thought that's right.

Austerity has created the climate of fear that exists in the UK right now.
People are angry.
They're angry because public services are shrinking.

They're angry because pay is stuck where it is.

Page 1/4


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UMa-aZVLI6I?si=Dx8LM4d-W9_d2lTJ
https://www.podbean.com/player-v2/?i=uq8i3-1950fbc-pb&amp;from=pb6admin&amp;share=1&amp;download=1&amp;rtl=0&amp;fonts=Arial&amp;skin=f6f6f6&amp;font-color=auto&amp;logo_link=episode_page&amp;btn-skin=c73a3a
https://www.podbean.com/player-v2/?i=uq8i3-1950fbc-pb&amp;from=pb6admin&amp;share=1&amp;download=1&amp;rtl=0&amp;fonts=Arial&amp;skin=f6f6f6&amp;font-color=auto&amp;logo_link=episode_page&amp;btn-skin=c73a3a
https://www.podbean.com/player-v2/?i=uq8i3-1950fbc-pb&amp;from=pb6admin&amp;share=1&amp;download=1&amp;rtl=0&amp;fonts=Arial&amp;skin=f6f6f6&amp;font-color=auto&amp;logo_link=episode_page&amp;btn-skin=c73a3a

They're angry because they can't get housing.
They're angry because education isn't good enough.

They're angry because the NHS has massively long waiting lists, and all of that is the
consequence of austerity.

And people who are angry and feel they have no hope, and no democratic solution to
their problems, because every mainstream political party has subscribed to austerity,
are lining up to support fascism.

When the state abandons people, authoritarians step in.
And let's be clear what austerity means.
It does mean that services are stripped away.

It means that governments prioritise balancing their books rather than meeting the
needs of people.

It means that governments are more interested in the cash economy that they manage
rather than in balancing the real economy in which people live.

It means that safety nets are weakened and communities are abandoned.

And perhaps most especially when we come to the issue of anger, inequality is very
definitely deepened by austerity.

Fascism feeds on the resulting insecurity.
It feeds on a fear of the future.

It scapegoats others to blame them for the problems that are, in fact, caused by
austerity.

And it promises a false sense of hope when there is none within anything it has to say.
Just look at the links with history.

Weimar Germany was in crisis because austerity was imposed upon it after World War I.
The whole process of requiring reparations basically left the German economy so weak
that the pathway to the Nazis was created.

Look at Greece after 2010. The whole situation in Greece was made so vulnerable
because of the conditions imposed upon that country as a consequence of the
post-2008 global financial crisis and the euro situation that developed in that country,
meaning that it was left in a situation where many had no choice but leave, and where
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the right-wing was given the opportunity to basically challenge any form of left-wing
alternative to the austerity that was created.

And if you want something closer to home, just look at the UK post-2010. George
Osborne is the person who has created the current crisis in the UK more than anyone
else because his programme of cuts, put in place quite unnecessarily in 2010, when
Alistair Darling's programme was clearly working to overcome the problems created by
the 2008 global financial crisis, has delivered us a pathway to Nigel Farage and his
fascist Reform Party.

All of those situations - Weimar Germany, Greece in 2010, the UK post 2010 - have
seen the rise in authoritarianism as a consequence. And that is true in many other
countries around the world.

Democracy is weakened by austerity because public services are democracy in action.
When they fail, trust collapses. People then turn to so-called strongmen - although it's
very hard to see Nigel Farage as such- and that's how fascism grows.

The real choice we should make is to invest in care, and not cuts.
To build trust and not create fear.
To strengthen democracy, and not threaten authoritarian collapse.

But that's not the agenda we're being offered. So what do you want? Austerity?
Fascism? Or neither?

There is a poll.

Let us know.
Poll
[poll id="194"]

Taking further action

If you want to write a letter to your MP on the issues raised in this blog post, there is a
ChatGPT prompt to assist you in doing so, with full instructions, here.

One word of warning, though: please ensure you have the correct MP.
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ChatGPT can get it wrong.

Comments

When commenting, please take note of this blog’s comment policy, which is available
here, Contravening this policy will result in comments being deleted before or

after initial publication at the editor’s sole discretion and without explanation
being required or offered.
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