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I discussed why fascist narratives can be both created and succeed in my National
Column yesterday (yours, in full, for a £20 a year subscription, right now). In it I said:

The anger and disillusionment that people quite reasonably felt as a consequence of
the deliberate failure of the Tories to meet need was redirected for the political
advantage of the elite that was actually exploiting people, and in the process,
something that was once described by the German historian and philosopher Hannah
Arendt occurred.

As she explained, the constant lying of our politicians is not intended to make people
believe the lies that they are told. Instead, its goal is to ensure that no one believes
anything any more. As a consequence, the intention is to ensure that no one can, with
any degree of certainty, distinguish between truth and lies, and so between right and
wrong.

People deprived of that power are, in Arendt’s opinion, also deprived of the power to
think and judge and, as a consequence, are then unwittingly subject to the rule of lies.
This then means that politicians who wish to manipulate a population for their own
advantage are free to do so.

That is what happens when we give up on nuance.

That is what happens when we give up on believing that we have more in common with
others than there is that which divides us.

That is what happens when we forget that there is right and wrong, but that there is no
one, or any group, that is at all times and in all places possessed of either quality on
every occasion.

That is, in effect, what happens when we give up on judgment. We become exposed to
manipulation and so to abuse.

And this is where we are. This is why politicians think they can lie to us, on Gaza, on the
state of the UK, on Scottish independence, and on almost anything else. That’s because
they believe that we have forgotten how to determine the truth in amongst the noise
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that those who wish to distract us deliberately create.

It is our job to work out what is really happening and to form a judgment upon it. That is
what politics and political economy demand of us. It’s hard, and it sometimes leaves us
confused and feeling alienated, but that is the price we have to pay if we are to
continue to believe in humanity and decency, and to believe that there are things that
are simply right which we must do.

I thought that idea was worth a second outing, here.
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