Funding the Future

Wes Streeting's limited vision
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Wes Streeting has written an article for The Guardian on his vision for the NHS, which
will come out today.

Cut out his self-defence and the padding, and two paragraphs appear to relate to his
actual plan. They say:

Today, the prime minister will launch our 10-year plan for health, to radically reimagine
healthcare. More care will be available on your doorstep and from your own home, with
thousands more GPs. Services and resources will be moved out of hospitals and into the
community. New neighbourhood health centres[?] will house doctors, nurses, physios,
therapists, tests, scans and urgent care under one roof, built around patients’
convenience.

Al technology will liberate frontline staff from the drudgery of admin, giving them time
to care. Saving just 90 seconds of data entry and note-taking per appointment would be
the equivalent of hiring an extra 2,000 GPs. For patients, tech will make booking
appointments and managing your care as easy as doing your shopping online.

That rather weird question mark is, by the way, in the original text.
So, what is the vision? It is two-fold.

First, they will build health centres. Such centres were the epicentre of the vision of
Alan Milburn when he was the health secretary under Blair, and they failed badly, with
everyone eventually walking away from them with a sigh of relief. To work, they had to
look like hospitals. They were, therefore, remote, big, duplicative, and a waste of
money when we already had hospitals and GP surgeries which were much nearer
people. Milburn is back, advising Streeting. He has obviously forgotten his past failure
and is trying again.

And thereafter, everything is down to tech. Not patient care. Not tackling the causes of
ill health. No regulation to prevent the addictions that are affecting people's well-being.
No, it's all just down to tech. Speech recognition software, in fact, which has been
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available for a very long time, and gets a great deal wrong when linked to Al. That is it.
Oh, and there will be an app. Of course, there's always an app now.

If this is a vision, | am French, and | most definitely am not.
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