Funding the Future

Starmer has been defeated and has not a shred of cred....

Published: January 12, 2026, 8:44 pm

As The Guardian has reported in the last hour, Stephen Timms told the Commons after
5 pm with regard to the Bill delivering benefit reforms:

I can announce that we are going to remove the clause five from the bill at committee,
that we will move straight to the wider review, sometimes referred to as the Timms
review, and only make changes to Pip eligibility, activities and descriptors following that
review.

The government is committed to concluding the review by the autumn of next year.
As The Guardian then notes:
That is another big concession.

It means there is a chance that new Pip eligibility rules will not come into force in
November 2026.

They added:

Much more importantly, it means that the switch to the four-point Pip eligibility rule
may never happen at all. It won’t be in the legislation. And there is no guarantee the
Timms review will revive the idea - certainly if it is genuinely “co-produced” with
disabled people, as the government promises. The four-point rule was the key
instrument that was going to deliver the £2.5bn savings that, this morning, the
Treasury was going to deliver.

This means MPs are set to pass a bill that won’t necessarily deliver anything like the
level of cuts originally planned. It is a huge win for those campaigning against it.

In fact, this Bill now delivers no significant cuts at all. Those that are left should still be
abandoned, though.

There is no beating about the bush here. What must have happened is that sometime
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late this afternoon, the Whips told Labour that they were still going to be defeated by
their own backbenchers and so, to avoid this embarrassment, the Bill had to be gutted,
leaving it almost meaningless.

No government Bill has done this badly for 40 years, and that was a relatively minor
one in the Thatcher era, and this was a fundamental Bill in the Starmer era.

The callousness of the Labour government has been exposed. Its own backbenchers
have rightly hammered it.

The time has come for the government to rethink, entirely. It has almost all its policies
wrong. It's not just this issue. The whole of its austerity programme is unjustified, and
that is now obvious.

Labour has a choice. They can demand total change from Starmer, or they can demand
that Starmer go. There are no other alternatives, and only one of these is likely to be
viable, given that Starmer, Reeves, Kendall and many others in the Cabinet have not a
shred of credibility left.
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