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Al: a topic for the future?

Published: January 13, 2026, 3:03 am

| was intrigued by the results of the two polls | ran in Al as a consequence of last night's
video on that subject,

The video was just 2 minutes and 42 seconds long - as we try to make those we put out
later in the day quite short, but it did, | think, get near to the nub of the subject, with a
focus on jobs and the choices we can make on our relationship with Al.

This was the poll finding on this blog:

Will Al change the world?

Yes, we're all going to be exploited by big tech (42%, 69 Votes)

Yes, it's going to wipe out vast numbers of jobs (17%, 27 Votes)

| don't know (17%, 27 Votes)

Yes, it's going to change everything for good (16%, 26 Votes)

No, it's just another tech blip that we'll embrace with ease (8%, 13

Votes)
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| don't know and don't know and don't want to know (1%, 1 Votes)

Total Voters: 163

On YouTube, we could only offer four questions, and so two questions got dropped. This
was the result there, so far (with more than 60% of viewers voting):
Richard J Murphy 13 haurs ago

Will Al change the world?

24K wotes

Mo, it's just another tech blip that we'll embrace with ease 15%
Yes, it's going to wipe out vast numbers of jobs 25%
Yes, we're all going to be exploited by big tech 51%
I don't know 9%
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https://www.taxresearch.org.uk/Blog/2025/07/25/ai-a-topic-for-the-future/
https://www.taxresearch.org.uk/Blog/2025/07/24/will-ai-steal-your-job/
https://www.taxresearch.org.uk/Blog/2025/07/24/will-ai-steal-your-job/

The big fear is not, apparently, for jobs, as | expected to dominate, but is instead about
exploitation. That helps me frame my own reaction to this issue, as it helps me
understand what people are thinking. This genuinely helps.

That said, | noticed other poll data on Al published by Substack yesterday. They had
polled 2,000 of their writers and found interesting data. As they noted:

Out of about 2,000 surveyed publishers:

* 45.4% said they’re using Al
* 52.6% said they’re not

* 2% were unsure

The data on the age of those using Al was interesting:
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Percentage of publishers using Al

Age Group
45 or older
® Under 45 50.93%
51.16%
47.03%
37.81%
1.81% 2.26%
AT
Use Al Don't use Al Unsure

Older creators on Substack were more inclined to use Al. That was not what | was
expecting.

The interests of those using Al were less surprising:
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https://on.substack.com/p/the-substack-ai-report

The bias towards tech, business, finance and education was probably to be expected.

The uses made were also interesting:

How publishers are using Al

Ry 64.94%
Ideation/Brainstorming I S6.43%
Writing Assistance I 18.65%

Image a.49%

Content Repurposing INNIGNGGEGEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE 22.30%
Audio Transcription IS 24.79%
Translation Multiingual NI 16.80%
Text-to-Speech NG 1214%
Design IS 11.72%
Audio Editing IS B 30%
Video Generation IS 7.16%
Video Editing I 6.33%
Voice Cloning I 4.05%

| am using it for categories 1, 3, and 5, although writing assistance and content
repurposing are most especially useful. By this, | mean that once | have an idea, | use Al
to transform my draft text and ideas into video prompts, which | then use to maintain
the narrative flow of the videos. This saves a lot of time writing PowerPoint
presentations, but the script is mine throughout, and | do not speak to pre-written texts.

Additionally, | then use Al to suggest ways to promote the resulting videos on YouTube,
which appears to be working. That was a skill | did not have, and | am learning it, and Al
is helping.

What | am not doing is using it much for ideation or research. | am not sure it can beat
my own imagination or Google as yet.

When looking at what programs people are using, | found this interesting:

What tools publishers are using

ChatGPT 778%
Claude I -G
Grammarly N 7.0
Gemini I .07
Grok I 15 2%
DALL-E I 11.6%

CapCut IS ©.7%
Midiournay NN 3.1%
DeepSeck D 75%

Descript D 7.5%

Noticrn Al D 5.9%
Runway ML I 1.6%

Lumen5 B 1%
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We use ChatGPT, Claude, Grammarly, Deepseek and Descript. | think we must be very
early adopters to use it so much. But let me be clear, everyone using Google now uses
Al in some way, whilst many spellcheckers and dictation services, which | use all the
time, are also Al-based. You may already be using Al more than you think.

Comments are welcome. So too would answers to this short poll be:

[poll id="157"]
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