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These were the first preference votes cast:

[T  ward 6 - Gromarty Firth

| will now declare the result of the election in the Ward 6 - Cromarty Firth. There is 1 Councillor to be elected.

The electorate was 8,774 and the number of ballot papers received was 2,410 giving a percentage turnout of 24.7%. There
wara 25 rejacted ballot papers. The quota of votes for a candidate to be slectad was 1,193,

The number of first preference votes for each of the candidates was:

. Number of First
Candidate Name Affiliation Pref Voles

Steve CHISHOLM Alba Party for independence a9
Ross COSTIGAME Scottish Liberal Democrats 280
Richard James CROSS Independent 503
Ryan FORBES Scottish Conservative and Unicnist 48
ALLAN MACDOMALD Raform UK 348
ODETTE MACDOMALD Scottish National Party (SNP) 568
Michael Robert PERERA Scattish Labour Party 7
Martin RATTRAY Independent 368
Anne THOMAS Scottish Greens 92

Total 2,385

After application of the Election Rules, | declare that the following is elected as Councillor for the Ward 6 - Cromarty Firth:

Siage at which
Candidate was Elacted

Richard James CROSS Independant 8

Candidate Name Affiliation
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Not who came last. It was the Tories, with 48 votes.
And who came second from the bottom? Labour, with 77 votes.
This is out of 2,385 votes cast.

And yes, of course, this is in a quite literally outlying region. And it is in an area where
there is proportional representation for council elections. But, maybe that only adds to
the importance of the message, because when there is a real choice, people do not
want these parties.

| am not in any way suggesting this is a portent of things to come. But it's a fascinating
insight into what might happen in a new political era.

Has such a rejection of the two supposedly mainstream political parties ever happened
before in the modern political era?
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