Funding the Future

There is space for the left - even in New York

Published: January 13, 2026, 2:39 pm

News coming out of a US primary election in New York overnight is exceptionally
cheering.

The vote was to choose the candidate to run for the Democrats to be Mayor of New
York, a position the Democrats almost always hold.

This was the result as reported by the New York Times:

Democratic Primary

Latest results from 12:42 AM ET 93% OF VOTES IN s AP
First round Final round

Candidate e Pct Viotes

Q Zohran Mamdani 432,305 43.5%

f'l Andrew M. Cuomo 361,840 36.4 Ranked-choice

tallies expected next

Q Brad Lander 112,349 11.3 Tuesday if necessary.

<

2 Adrienne Adams 40,953 4.1

Total reported 993,546
+ Show all candidates

This needs a little unpacking.

First, the result is provisional, and is on PR, and so will take time to confirm, but Andrew
Cuomo has conceded.

Second, Cuomo was mayor until 2021 when he resigned after allegations of sexual
abuse were raised against him.

Third, he had massive backing from the Democratic establishment, from Bill Clinton
onwards, despite that history. The backing provided a huge campaign fund, unavailable
to his lead opponent.

Page 1/2


https://www.taxresearch.org.uk/Blog/2025/06/25/there-is-space-for-the-left-even-in-new-york/
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2025/06/24/us/elections/results-new-york-primary.html?smid=nytcore-ios-share&amp;referringSource=articleShare

The Democrat establishment did not want Zohran Mamdani. He is, as the New York
Times puts ijt:

[A] little-known state lawmaker whose progressive platform and campaign trail
charisma electrified younger voters.

They added:

Mr. Mamdani, a 33-year-old democratic socialist from Queens, tapped into a current of
anxiety around New York City’s growing affordability crisis. His joyful campaign brought
new voters into the fold who rejected the scandal-scarred Mr. Cuomo’s ominous
characterizations of the city and embraced an economic platform that included
everything from free bus service and child care to publicly owned grocery stores.

Mamdani calls himself a socialist. He ran a left-of-centre campaign. Unsurprisingly,
Bernie Sanders and AOC swung in behind that.

And so did the young people of New York, whilst its millionaires are all, supposedly,
threatening to leave. They won't, of course. Talk from these people is always cheap,
and far too widely reported.

What can we conclude from this?

First, policies matter.

Second, pointing out corruption matters.

Third, effective campaigning plus a dose of charisma matters - and Mandani has that.
Fourth, delivering for people matters.

Fifth, keeping it simple and focusing on what makes life better matters.

Sixth, big money can be beaten by good ideas.

Seventh, young voters matter - and they can be reached.

Will we learn here? | can only hope so.
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