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Sometimes you have to go to the source material to really understand what is being
said. This is a post by Donald Trump on this Truth social media platform. It was
published yesterday:
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Over the weekend, politicians in Minnesota were assassinated. The evidence is fairly
strong that the person accused of being responsible for the act was MAGA-influenced,
at least. But here we have Trump talking about threats from 'Radical Democrat
Politicians' and then demanding that his policies be 'executed'. The choice of words
could not be more unfortunate.

Nor could the message of hate for all migrants be more vile.

And the deliberate association of migrants with crime, the Democrats, supposed
political corruption, LGBTQ+ issues, and more could not be more cynical. The aim is to
divide, to fuel hatred, and to create such a hostile environment that violence is
apparently justified.

The idea of remigration is at the core of Trump's plan, as he makes clear. Once a word
used to describe a migrant who returned to their country of origin, now the word
'remigration' is used by far-right political movements as a euphemism for mass
deportations, usually of ethnic or religious minorities, even if those to whom the policy
is to be applied are citizens of the country from which those using this language would
wish to expel them.

Five things stand out in this policy.

First, this so-called remigration is not about choice: as Trump makes clear, this is
enforced.

Second, this is deeply racially motivated: it is part of a broader agenda that is very
obviously promoting supposed cultural purity, from which it is claimed peace and
harmony will follow, which is glaringly obviously untrue.

Third, the idea necessarily challenges almost every established legal, social and ethical
norm concerning citizenship, integration, and human rights.

Fourth, this is a challenge not just to the supposed illegal migrant, but to all people
from the ethnic and religious minorities with which those supposedly illegal immigrants
might be most closely associated. In other words, second, third and even more remote
generations of those descended from from supposed minority groups are at threat from
this policy, even though the only country in which they have the right to live is the one
that those pursuing this policy would wish to expel them from.

Fifth, unsurprisingly, such a policy is an affront to almost every cause associated with
the respect of the person, their rights and the rule of law precisely because it uses
hatred, division, coercion (whether social or actual) and the power of the state to
displace those, many of whom have thought they had an established right to live in a
country.

This is what Trump is promoting.
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This is, as I have often said, fascism in action.

And we need to have that openly acknowledged and condemned, not least by the
leading politicians in this country of ours, where many already feel vulnerable as a
result of the rise of beliefs of this sort. Unless they do this, those politicians, by
implication, side with the likes of Farage, who openly shares Trump's approach and
believes on remigration.

We are living in very dangerous times.
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