Funding the Future

Does Reeves care about real people who are suffering?
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As The Guardian notes this morning:

Disability benefit cuts planned by the UK government will disproportionately impact the
lives of people in Wales, campaigners have said.

Research released by the data analytics company Policy in Practice |ast week estimated
that 190,000 people - 6% of the population - could have their incomes slashed by up to
60% by the end of this parliament if eligibility for personal independence payments
(Pip) is tightened as proposed in a March green paper.

They add:

The proposals, which are still at the consultation stage, would further compound
poverty and exclusion for disabled people in Wales, according to the chief executive of
Disability Wales, Rhian Davies.

He then added:

“It’s not just individuals who will be out of pocket, entire communities will be affected.
Our survey of members showed that people are angry and terrified and some reported
suicidal thoughts, which is very concerning,” she said.

“We must address the systemic failures that keep disabled people out of work and
public life before we start looking at reforming the benefits system.”

This, | think, is correct.
Rachel Reeves will, this week, focus on nhumbers and techniques.

She will make grand claims about sums to be invested. We have no idea whether that
will be true or not.

She will talk about forcing pension funds into private equity investment, as if increasing
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speculative risk that has no relationship with actual wealth generation is of value.

And she will claim that the country cannot afford more than a few more missiles and a
little extra for the NHS, precisely because she has never bothered to find out how the
economy actually works.

Meanwhile, to return to the Guardian article:

About 900,000 people, or 27% of Wales’ population, live with a disability, according to
Public Health Network Cymru - higher than the UK average of 22% - and 11% of
working-age people, compared with 7% in England.

If they are not better off this week, and if children are not better off, and if those who
care for children and those with disabilities are not better off, then Reform will exploit
Labour's failure, even though we known full well that there is nothing that they would
do about solving any known issue.

This is the reality of what Labour will do this week and what it will face as a
consequence. If it does not care, and all the signs are that it will not, then it faces
electoral humiliation, and we have the prospect of neo-fascist government at least as
bad as that which Trump is pursuing in the US, and maybe worse.

Do | think Reeves cares?
No.
| don't think she cares about Labour.

Nor do | think she cares about people who are suffering in the UK, wherever they might
be. There is not a hint that she does. She gets her kicks from managing funds. The
reality of life is not for her. And that is why, as an extreme centrist, she is a profound
threat to us all.
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