Funding the Future

Labour is destroying the NHS
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As The Guardian reports:

Hospitals in England are cutting staff, closing services and planning to ration care in
order to make “eye-watering” savings demanded by NHS bosses.

Rehabilitation centres face being shut, talking therapies services cut and beds for
end-of-life care reduced as part of efforts by England’s 215 NHS trusts to comply with a
“financial reset”.

They add:
Sir Jim Mackey, NHS England’s new chief executive, has ordered them to make

unprecedented savings during 2025-26 to avoid a projected £6.6bn deficit becoming a
reality.

They then note:

Trusts are planning to shrink their workforce by up to 1,500 posts each to save money,
even though they fear that could damage the quality or safety of care provided.

A survey of 160 senior figures from 114 trusts found that:

E'S

47% were cutting services and another 43% were considering doing so.

*

37% were cutting clinical posts and a further 40% may follow suit.

*

26% were closing some services and 55% more may do so.
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https://www.taxresearch.org.uk/Blog/2025/05/09/labour-is-destroying-the-nhs/
https://www.theguardian.com/society/2025/may/09/nhs-hospitals-england-cuts-financial-reset

It seems necessary to note four things.
First, people will suffer as a direct result of this.

Second, the funding for these costs is available. Just end quantitative tightening, and
the capacity of bond markets would be freed if Rachel Reeves insists she cannot raise
taxes on wealth, which she very clearly could. She could also run unfunded deficits.
There is nothing to stop her from doing so.

Third, people voted Labour to save the NHS, not to destroy it. If it carries on as it is,
people will end up accepting Farage’s offer of a US-style privatised NHS funded by
insurance premiums, disastrous as it would be, because Labour will have destroyed all
the value that the NHS has supplied, and all for absolutely no economic gain.

Fourth, the Assisted Dying Bill is back before the Commons next week, and NHS
end-of-life care is being cut. | do not see these as unrelated events. It is impossible to
do so.

There is a sickness at the heart of this government. It is destroying the NHS. Nye Bevan
would be profoundly ashamed of them. | doubt Labour can survive this. Nor do they
deserve to do so.
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