Funding the Future

Article URL

Published: January 12, 2026, 6:38 pm

This was an Independent headline yesterday:
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Starmer to declare end of globalisation

while Trump’s tariff war rages

rgues that tariffs show Britain must ‘move further and faster’ in cutting red tape to boost

Political correspondent « Sunday 06 April 2025 11:34 BST

As we all know, if anyone bought a copy of the Independent yesterday (is it still
printed?), this would be chip paper by now (and | know newspaper is not used for such
a purpose now, but live with the metaphor, please).

Let's also be clear, this is all based on a, no doubt anonymous, briefing from Downing
Street and may have as much substance to it as do a unicorn's tears.

However, presuming this to be correct, what on earth is Starmer thinking?
The opposite of globalisation is localisation, or even nationalisation.

The chance both provide is a choice to set your own standards, free from the artificial
competitive pressure that globalisation created. In other words, the need for the
abandonment of the supposed red tape that has actually been immensely beneficial to
most of humankind by enforcing standards, protecting people from harm and by
defending human rights, is not what is required now. We could, in fact, celebrate this
moment by highlighting our differences.

Alternatively, Starmer could appreciate that we are most definitely a trading nation, but
in that case, we need to show leadership by building a new world architecture that
upholds standards and avoids a race to the bottom of the sort he is proposing because
he very clearly does not understand what is actually collapsing all around him.
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https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/starmer-trump-tariffs-uk-trade-war-b2728228.html

Is there any chance of such thinking from Starmer? Not much, | suspect, at the
moment. The man is too stupid to realise what a changed world requires of him.
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