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As Heather Cox Richardson has noted in her Letter from an American this morning:

The plan, as Vice President J.D. Vance explained in a 2021 interview, is to destroy the
current government, business, educational, cultural, and scientific pillars of the United
States in order to replace them with a new system, although there is tension between
the Project 2025 wing of MAGA and the technocrats’ wing over whether that new
system will be a theocracy or a technocracy. In either case, it will be an authoritarian
government in which power and money concentrate in a very few hands.

I think this is a fair summary of the Trump game plan. I think the conflict she notes does
exist.

This view is consistent with the opinion of Robert Reuch that I noted yesterday when he
said:

Trump's major interest is capitulation itself. Surrender is the whole point. He and those
under him who are managing these extortionate initiatives want headlines that say
“they” have surrendered to him — whether “they” is a country, a major university, a
large law firm, a big nonprofit, even a Democratic state like California. Surrender is the
point. Domination is his goal. (It always has been.)

Each surrender feeds the public impression that Trump wants fed — that he is
all-powerful, invincible, and able to get every person, institution, and country to cower
to him. He knows intuitively that each capitulation feeds his power — because power is
itself an impression; invincibility, the consequence of everyone's capitulation.

If we look at Trump's plans as the act of a rational person, they make no sense, as I
have suggested this morning. They are, in fact, mad, in the sense that what is being
done is detached from reality. But to Trump and those around him, that does not
matter. They think that they are creating a new reality, which is based on power and
which has the goal of delivering either the technocratic autocracy or theocracy to which
Heather Cox Richardson refers.
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The really worrying thing about all this is that it would appear that our politicians in the
UK are wholly unaware that this is the goal of the Trump administration. Whilst they say
that we are dealing with a new world order, both when it comes to peace and trade,
what they are not recognising is that this new order is being promoted with the sole
purpose of destroying the structure of society in the UK, and of course, most other
countries around the world. The aim is to make every country either a subservient or
vassal state of the USA or to be its enemy, which has to be crushed.

Trump is not seeking through the policies that he is promoting to simply transform the
way in which the US domestic economy is managed, or the way in which its democracy
(or lack of it) is structured. His ego is far too big for such a limited goal. He is seeking to
crush opposition to his goals and those of his partners, wherever in the world they
might arise.

Anyone who cannot see this is missing the obvious signs. Trump is already using his
new tariffs as a weapon to impose his views, regulatory requirements, patterns of
behaviour, forms of justice and perverted approach to freedom of speech on the world.
These tariffs are not serious economic tools. They are weapons for negotiation so that
countries might then concede to US authority in a vain attempt to avoid their impact, at
a cost of the loss of democracy, accountability and self-government within those
countries that capitulate.

The sooner that the world realises that we are at war with a fascist tyrant in the USA,
the better off we will be. There might, in retrospect, have been some justification for
appeasement in the 1930s. There is none now. Nor is there room for negotiation. The
agenda that Trump is pursuing is already so clear that we need not prevaricate. We
only need to oppose. The price of not doing so will be very high indeed.
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