
Have you felt all that lovely growth?
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I guess I have to report that the Office for National Statistics reported this at seven this
morning (I have corrected their typos and comma usage):

* Monthly real gross domestic product (GDP) is estimated to have grown by 0.5% in
February 2025, with growth in all main sectors, following January 2025, which showed
no growth (revised up from a fall of 0.1% in our previous publication).

* Real GDP is estimated to have grown by 0.6% in the three months to February 2025,
compared with the three months to November 2024, mainly because of growth in the
services sector.

* Monthly services output grew by 0.3% in February 2025, following unrevised growth
of 0.1% in January 2025, and grew by 0.6% in the three months to February 2025.

* Production output grew by 1.5% in February 2025, following a fall of 0.5% in January
2025 (revised up from a 0.9% fall in our previous publication), and grew by 0.7% in the
three months to February 2025, with manufacturing output driving the monthly and
three-month growths.

* Construction output grew by 0.4% in February 2025, following a fall of 0.3% in
January 2025 (revised down from a fall of 0.2% in our previous publication), but showed
no growth in the three months to February 2025.

I have three responses.

First, really?

Second, how?

Third, who has noticed?

The first question relates, as ever, to the quality of the statistics.

The second relates to the implausibility of this when February showed no sign of such a
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thing happening.

The third relates to the fact that if this has happened, it is still not enough to persuade
Labour is doing anything more than watching over the accidents of nature that create
the ebbs and flows of life, over which it appears to have little or no control.

Forgive my cynicism, and the fact that I will be seeking to avoid the nauseous
newsround interviews with Labour ministers today, but I am taking this news with a
massive pinch of salt.
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