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This is a bad relationship
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| know the 2003 film Love Actually has not lasted well, for all sorts of reasons. There are
definite issues that can be raised about it. But, as a matter of fact, a lot of people
watched it, and if you’'re into political economy (and if you read this blog, then you are
going to have some problems denying that) then one scene stands out. That's the one
where Hugh Grant, playing the UK prime minister, challenges the visiting US President
on his use of the term ‘special relationship’.

For those who want a cinematic reminder, this is it:
https://youtu.be/D6ouyeycWk8?si=rDgZXWnac4uNN96z
For those who prefer a transcript, try this:

I love that word relationship. Covers all manner of sins, doesn’t it? | fear that this has
become a bad relationship. A relationship based on the President taking exactly what
he wants and casually ignoring all those things that really matter to, um, Britain.

We may be a small country, but we’re a great one too. The country of Shakespeare,
Churchill, The Beatles, Sean Connery, Harry Potter, David Beckham'’s right foot, and
David Beckham’s left foot, come to that.

And a friend who bullies us is no longer a friend. And since bullies only respond to
strength, from now onward, | will be prepared to be much stronger. And the President
should be prepared for that.

One line most especially stands out:
And a friend who bullies us is no longer a friend.
The US is now bullying us.

It is treating us with contempt.
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We do not share values.

There is little or no common ground.

They are no longer a friend.

When will Keir Starmer acknowledge that?

When will he say we cannot be the friend of fascists?

When will he say we are looking for a new path?

When will he say, quite simply, that the relationship is over?
If he doesn’t he will fail us all.

But it will take courage to do the right thing. It always does. Does he have that
courage? On this issue he will get no second chances. There is no compromise to be
had with fascism. Will he compromise, or won’t he? That is the question. It is the way
we will discover who the man really is.
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