Funding the Future

Badenoch’s views are poisonous

Published: January 13, 2026, 2:45 pm

| tried to find a transcript of Kemi Badenoch's keynote speech to the so-called Alliance
for Responsible Citizenship yesterday but failed to do so without paying for it, and | will
not do that. So, let me take its flavour from this Guardian comment:

Kemi Badenoch has said “our country and all of western civilisation will be lost” if
efforts to renew the Conservative party and drive forward rightwing ideas globally fail.

Likening her own leadership to Donald Trump’s second term, she used a gathering of
fellow conservatives to attack Keir Starmer for taking the knee in a nod to Black Lives
Matter and described “pronouns, diversity policies and climate activism” as a “poison”.

This is very clearly full-on Trump and Vance nonsense.
But let’s be clear what she’s saying. It is that these things don’t matter:

* Respecting a person’s wishes, including about how they wish to be addressed.

* Inequality, whether it be caused by poverty, gender, race, ethnicity, sexual
orientation, nationality, other cause or simple prejudice.

* Caring about your children’s, grandchildren’s and the generations beyond them’s
future.

Following through on this argument, the future of western civilisation is, in that case,
apparently dependent upon the promotion of:

* Inequality

*

Prejudice

*

Indifference

*

Racism

*

Misogyny
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https://www.taxresearch.org.uk/Blog/2025/02/18/badenochs-views-are-poisonous/
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2025/feb/17/kemi-badenoch-western-civilisation-will-be-lost-tory-party-fails

* Homophobia

This, of course, is not what civilisation is about. Barbarism it might be, but civilisation it
is not.

This was, apparently, a profoundly Christian event. Unlike most people, | have read the
New Testament, some of it quite a number of times, although | do not describe myself
as Christian, maybe as a consequence. You can choose what you think best summarises
the teaching of Jesus on which many of these people rely for their their authority. One
such version could be The Beatitudes in Matthew Chapter 5, verses 1 to 12, which says:

Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His
disciples came to him, and he began to teach them. He said:

Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.

Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.
Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.

Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil
against you because of me.

Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they
persecuted the prophets who were before you.

Jesus and Christocentric Western society should, then, on this basis, be biased toward
the poor, the vulnerable, the weak, the oppressed and those who suffer. And yet it is
very clear that in Badenoch’s view, Western civilisation is, in fact, built upon thinking
exactly opposed to this logic. If the core message of Jesus (and many other ethical
teachers) is that we should treat others as we would wish to be treated ourselves what
she said to this conference today is about as far removed from the real teachings of
Christianity as you could get.

| offer this thought not to promote the interests of Christianity, but to highlight the utter
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hypocrisy of Badenoch, including on climate where the Celtic Christian tradition is
profoundly green.

Badenoch is describing all that is good as “poison”. Only a deeply deluded person,
desperate for personal advancement by exploiting others could do so. That is what
Badenoch is. She and this ideology are deeply dangerous to all but those who, like her,
wish to exploit others in this country. | would hate to describe anyone as poisonous, but
her views are.

A quick poll:

[poll id="135"]
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