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The world of politics remains in apparent lockdown.

The UK news media has almost nothing to say for itself, based on the morning's
newsletters from them, to which I subscribe.

Overnight, we learned, as if it were a surprise, that Elon Musk is a fan of the so-called
Tommy Robinson. That makes it very clear precisely where on the political spectrum
he, the incoming US administration, and, for that matter, Farage stand when it comes
to politics. Robinson is, of course, currently serving time and was a very obvious
aggravator in last summer's race riots.

That apart, the feeling that much of the news is generated to feed the demands of the
media rather than relating to matters that might be of real concern is strong as a result.
Do we really need anything like the coverage that we actually get to know what is really
going on in the world? In fact, is much of what passes as news really put out as cover
for what is really happening? Does it simply provide dopamine hits for journalists, and
maybe politicians, whilst actually ignoring the real issues of concern?

We get a great deal of tittle-tattle.

We receive endless reports of the day's supposed political events, most of which are
artificially generated for this purpose.

We have the endless regurgitating of press releases.

But do we get news stories on what really matters? Where is the coverage or poverty,
the loss of hope, the endless grind of trying to make ends meet, and the crises for
families who cannot get the education their child needs, the social care a family
member needs, or the medical appointment that they have been told is required?

Where come to that, when it comes to economics, are the stories on the debt burdens
of households for whom high interest rates continue to mean massive familial stress
and so much more? And where are the stories about people whose lives are made
miserable by the relentless demands of work, with the risk of burnout that they create,
often on minimum wage?
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These are real stories. They go unreported, and yet they are the lived experience of
many, whilst the media is intent on telling them tales of lives so remote from the reality
of most of us that they have almost no meaning at all.

Is it a surprise that so many do not pay any attention to the news?

And could that almost be deliberate? Is it better, in the eyes of the politician, that we do
not notice what is going on around us so that we do not critically appraise the
performance (or lack thereof) of those self-same politicians?

But might it be that this is also the reason why the far-right can recruit - because
detachment from reality is already hard-baked into our society, and so believing the
tales that the far-right has to tell becomes so much easier?

| stress these are musings written off the cuff in reaction to the absence of news.
However, as a wise person once told me, always look at what is not reported when you
want to find out what is going on. Even in the absence of many of the so-called normal
news stories that generally populate the press and broadcast media, the real issues in
life are not getting a look in. And might it be that this is the issue? Are we living in a
world where politicians and the media are so used to playing a game that revolves
around each other that they cannot, will not, or do not want to face up to the reality of
life as it is, which is why the right-wing fantasists get their chance?
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