Funding the Future

The total intellectual vacuum amongst our politicians

Published: January 12, 2026, 9:03 pm

As Politico notes this morning:

Health Secretary Wes Streeting is kicking off the government’s first round of morning
TV and radio interviews for almost a fortnight as the festive lull ends with a jolt. He
wants to talk about one of Britain’s most un-festive subjects — the social care crisis.
Streeting’s promise to drum up a long-term plan splashes a couple of the papers, and
will be a very big moment when it lands in *checks notes* 2028. Just hopefully not like
the big moment before it, or the one before that, or the one before that.

The cynicism is appropriate.

Labour had fourteen years in opposition to work out what to do about social care. Now,
it is going to take four years in government to do so. Nothing will happen before the
next election, which, on current form, it will lose.

Meanwhile, the NHS crisis will continue, aided and abetted by the simultaneous crisis
created by ultra-processed food, which is creating much of the demand for type 2

diabetes, heart disease, cancer, metabolic disease and dementia care, all of which feed
into the demand for social care, which fact will, | am sure, be beyond the scope of the
Commission being set up to address this issue.

Labour really does not know how to govern.
Nor is it clear it knows how to do politics.

Come to that, decision-making above and beyond expelling anyone who is not archly
neoliberal appears to be beyond it.

How did we reach the point where this lot were able to win a landslide? And don't say it
was because the Tories were worse, although that might have been true. It's the total
intellectual vacuum amongst all these politicians to which | am referring.
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