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Please accept my apologies for a possible confusing headline.

As some might have noticed, yesterday was a little busy here. 36,000 people called,
after 33,000 the day before. The usually is a bit over 20,000.

The result of all the discussion was that I moderated my 300,000 published comment
on this blog.

If those comments had been spread evenly over the life of the blog, that would have
been a bit over 44 a day. Of course, that is not the way the comments have spread
themselves out. They run pretty much proportional to reads.

There have been 37.6 million reads here, in total, averaging over 600,000 a month at
present. So, right now, comments run at an average of over 160 a day. There are the
unpublished comments to note as well - although they tend to take less time. Spam
filters get rid of a lot of them, as does blocking those considered to be trolls. But I
suspect one in 10 gets deleted by me because they are trolling, wildly off-topic, or
repetitive, which leads to a ban for trolling, offensive, or they create risk for me as a
publisher. Running a moderated blog is a time-consuming task.

There were other notable numerical events yesterday. Yesterday’s video has had over
150,000 views so far, with that figure still rising quite fast.

And that helped tip us over 100,000 followers on YouTube, which not many channels
achieve, let alone in eight months, which we have in effect, done. YouTube will actually
issue us with a plaque in due course. And yes, I am pleased about that, but the plaque
is going to Thomas, without whose work as editor that could not have happened. I just
talk into a camera. He does the hard work. He also screenshot this:
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And after all that, do I regret suggesting that the City conspired to deliver what Musk
wants, which is a crisis for Labour? No, I don't, not in the slightest. That's because I
think that is what they did.

Using my antennae for real-world political economy, which has proved to be pretty
robust as well as accurate on the activities of the City in the past (tax havens, tax
abuse, accounting failures and more) I think my suggestion completely stacks.

There is such a thing as 'City opinion'. It is a perceived collectable view from which few
dare deviate and in accordance with which most act. I think that is happening in this
case. They will justify it by saying Musk created a risk to which they have to react. But
the outcome is still exactly what he wants, and which they want, in the sense that the
City does, rather bizarrely, see Labour as a far-left threat, which shows how out of touch
with reality they are.

The cooperation was not illicitly planned. It happened in plain sight and quite legally.
But it was there. And the outcome is going to be a crisis hitting most people in the UK. I
don't, for a moment regret calling that out in real time.
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