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Trump, the fascist, threatens us all
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The FT carries an article this morning that begins by noting that:

Donald Trump’s longest-serving White House chief of staff has said the former
president is a fascist who has spoken admiringly of Adolf Hitler and would seek to
govern as a dictator, according to new reports.

It added:

John Kelly, a retired four-star general who was Trump’s homeland security chief and
later ran his White House, made the comments in interviews published by The New York
Times late on Tuesday.

Kelly told the newspaper the former president fit the dictionary definition of “fascism”.

His claim is that Trump is in the far-right area, an authoritarian, and admires people
who are dictators.

He was also convinced that Trump subscribed to ultranationalist political ideology,
centralised autocracy, militarism, forcible suppression of opposition, and a belief in a
natural social hierarchy.

There is little to argue with in Kelly's claims. They would all seem to be rationally
deduced statements based on observation of Trump's actual behaviour, with there
being no reason to think any of them are wrong. He has, after all, said these things.

Where does that leave me, given that Kamala Harris' campaign appears to be faltering?
| think several reactions are appropriate.

The first is outright fear. We have been here before, after all. Germany elected Hitler in
1933, and things did not end well.

The second is disbelief that the people of the USA are so willingly walking towards
tyranny and the loss of their democratic rights, which may take a very long time to
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restore.

The third is a concern about the spillover effects. It is easy to see Farage, who fawns
over Trump, as the heir apparent to Oswald Mosely.

Fourth is the broader instability that this will create when the world is in desperate need
of coordinated action to tackle climate change - about which far too many remain in
outright denial.

Fifth is the very real possibility of civil war in the USA, whatever happens. | suspect that
there is only one outcome of this election that Trump and some of his followers are
going to accept. The likelihood of violence appears to be very high.

And sixth, deep down, there is despair for all those that Trump will abuse, from women
to migrants, to anyone who is poor or sick, to those who in any way do not meet the
stereotype that the far-right, white, small-minded evangelical supposed Christian norm
demands, which is the majority of those in the USA.

Rarely have | been so worried about an election. In this case, | see no reason to be
anything but scared rigid by what might happen in the USA.

| just hope the world is ready for the fallout because it may well happen.

Page 2/2



