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Labour: the resignations begin
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Rosie Duffield MP has, | know, had a difficult relationship with Labour ever since being
elected MP for Canterbury in 2015. She has now been elected three times. But
Starmer’s behaviour has finally broken her faith in the party. This is her resignation
letter, issued this afternoon. How many more must feel, quite reasonably, the same
way?
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28 September 2024

Dear Sir Keir,

Usually letters like this begin, "It is with a heavy heart...” Mine has been increasingly heawvy
and conflicted and has longed for a degree of relief.

| can no longer stay a Labour MP under your management of the party, and this letter is my
notice that | wish to resign the Labour Party whip with immediate effect.

Although many “last straws™ have led to my decision, my reason for leaving now is the
programme of policies you seem determined to stick to, however unpopular they are with
the electorate and your own MPs.

You repeat often that you will make the "tough decisions” and that the country is “all in this
together”. But those decisions do not directly affect any one of us in Parliament. They are
cruel and unnecessary, and affect hundreds of thousands of our poorest, most vulnerable
constituents.

This is not what | was elected to do. It is not even wise politics, and it certainly is not “the
politics of service”.

I did not vote for you to lead our party for reasons | wen't describe in detail here. But, as
someone elevated immediately to a shadow cabinet pesition without following the wsual
path of honing your political skills on the backbenches, you had very little previous political
footprint. It was therefore unclear what your political passions, drive or direction might be
as the leader of the Labour Party, a large movement of people united by a desire for social
justice and support for those most in need.

You also made the choice not to speak up once about the Labour Party’s problems with
antisemitism during your time in the shadow cabinet, leaving that to backbenchers, including
new MPs such as me.

Since you took office as Leader of the Opposition you have used various heavy-handed
management tactics but have never shown what most experienced backbenchers would
recognise as true or inspiring leadership.

You have never regularly engaged with your own backbench MPs, many of whom have been
in Parliament far longer than you, and some of whom served in the previous Labour
government.

You have chosen neither to seek our individual political opinions, nor learmn about our
constituency experiences, nor our specific or collective areas of political knowledge. We

clearly have nothing you deem to be of value,

Your promotion of those with no proven political skills and no previous parliamentary
experience but who happen to be related ti hose close to you, or even each other, is
frankly embarrassing. Page 1/1

In particular, the recent treatment of Diane Abbott, now Maother of the House, was deeply
shameful and led to comments from voters across the pelitical spectrum. A woman of her
political stature and place in history is deserving of respect and support, regardless of
political differences.



https://www.taxresearch.org.uk/Blog/2024/09/28/labour-the-resignations-begin/

