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As the Guardian notes this morning:

Keir Starmer is alleged to have broken parliamentary rules by failing to declare
donations of clothing for his wife from the Labour donor Waheed Alli.

The gifts to Victoria Starmer were not initially declared in the register of MPs’ interests,
the Sunday Times reported.

The details do not matter. What is clear is that on top of the substantial (in my opinion)
sums paid by Lord Alli for clothes for Keir Starmer (including more than £2,000 for
glasses) there were also significant payments made by the same person to provide
clothes for Starmer's wife.

Normally I would, of course, use her own name. I haven’t for good reason: she only got
these clothes because she was Keir Starmer’s wife; there was no other reason.

Did either of these two need such clothes?

Could they really not afford an adequate wardrobe for the tasks they had to undertake?

Were they really sure people voted for Sunak because he could afford very expensive
tailor-made suits?

Are they so insecure that looking to be rich matters?

And how did they not comply with the rules?

And (let me add this), will he be paying tax on these gifts, which appear to be personal
benefits in kind resulting from his appointment?

I do not, of course, know the answers to these questions. But what I do know are three
things.
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First, the fact that they thought they could get away without declaring clothes gifted for
the use of Lady Starmer is a very bad look, at best.

Second, the vanity implicit in all this indicates that we have an incredibly shallow prime
minister.

And third, Starmer has, in a stroke, made clear that his goal is to be rich. Above all else,
his reason for being in office is to acquire the trappings of wealth.

He really should have stick to M&S suits and Specsavers glasses. His wife should have
learned the art of the capsule wardrobe, which she could have afforded. Instead they
have fallen for the trappings. That’s not what I want from a prime minister.
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