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When will the UK stop being complicit in genocide?
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The United Nations High Commission for human Rights issued_this statement this week:

GENEVA (9 July 2024) - The recent deaths of more Palestinian children due to hunger
and malnutrition leaves no doubt that famine has spread across the entire Gaza strip, a
group of independent experts* said today.

“Fayez Ataya, who was barely six months old, died on 30 May 2024 and 13-year-old
Abdulgader Al-Serhi died on 1 June 2024 at the Al-Agsa Hospital in Deir Al-Balah.
Nine-year-old Ahmad Abu Reida died on 3 June 2024 in the tent sheltering his displaced
family in Al-Mawasi, Khan Younis. All three children died from malnutrition and lack of
access to adequate healthcare,” the experts said.

“With the death of these children from starvation despite medical treatment in central
Gaza, there is no doubt that famine has spread from northern Gaza into central and
southern Gaza.”

The experts said the death of a child from malnutrition and dehydration indicates that
health and social structures have been attacked and are critically weakened. “When the
first child dies from malnutrition and dehydration, it becomes irrefutable that famine
has taken hold,” the experts said.

“We declare that Israel’s intentional and targeted starvation campaign against the
Palestinian people is a form of genocidal violence and has resulted in famine across all
of Gaza. We call upon the international community to prioritise the delivery of
humanitarian aid by land by any means necessary, end Israel’s siege, and establish a
ceasefire.”

“When a 2-month-old baby and 10-year-old Yazan Al Kafarneh died of hunger on 24
February and 4 March respectively, this confirmed that famine had struck northern
Gaza. The whole world should have intervened earlier to stop Israel’s genocidal
starvation campaign and prevented these deaths,” the experts said. “Thirty-four
Palestinians have died from malnutrition since 7 October, the majority being children.
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Inaction is complicity.”

As far as | can see, this statement that there is genocide happening in Gaza has
received remarkably little media attention. The bombing of a children’s hospital in
Ukraine has been rightly condemned. The deliberate killing of children by starvation in
Gaza has been ignored.

| agree with the closing sentence in this statement. Inaction is complicity.
Hamas committed a war crime in October 7.

That can never excuse the crimes against humanity that have been perpetrated against
the people of Gaza since then, with nations including the UK sitting by knowing this is
happening whilst doing nothing to stop it.

Will Labour take action on now? It does not seem to be high on their priority list, despite
their having lost seats over this issue last week as if they needed reminding of its
significance.

The question, in that case, is when will the UK stop being complicit in this genocide?
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