Funding the Future

Labour could introduce PR for English local elections

Published: January 13, 2026, 7:40 am

| have published this video this morning. In it | argue that Scotland already has
proportional representation for its local authority elections. England needs it, and
Labour would win as a result. If we're to have a pathway to better democracy in the UK
as a whole, this is a place to start. It’s time Labour gave us PR in local elections.

https://youtu.be/A2iN3M1v9nk?si=9RAwaiV]2ek-XF93

The audio version of this video is here:

https://www.podbean.com/player-v2/?i=r2cr8-16722db-pb&from=pb6admin&share=1&
download=1&rtI=0&fonts=Arial&skin=c73a3a&font-color=&logo_link=episode_page&b
tn-skin=60a0c8

The transcript is:

I'm talking about the changes that Labour could make to the UK that would cost very
little in terms of government spending, but which would make life better.

I am going to propose something which is a little bit off the wall, but it's a good idea -
the introduction of proportional representation into local elections in England and
Wales.

Scotland already has this. They don't need to change.

But if we were to have proportional representation, most especially in England, for all
local elections, and that that voting took place on a single transferable vote system
with bigger wards than exist now so that there was a greater chance of a broader range
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of representation of people to really reflect the views of local communities on the
councils that serve their interests then two things would happen

One, Labour would actually fulfil the pledge that its own membership demanded of the
party to introduce proportional representation in this country. More than 80 per cent of
its members voted for that idea in a recent party conference.

Secondly, Labour would begin the pathway towards proportional representation for the
whole of the UK when it came to parliamentary elections.

It's fair to say that people will take time to get their heads around the whole idea of PR.
I don't know how long it would really take because in Scotland they've done this
already, they have no difficulty with the concept, and it clearly works. But in England
apparently people do have difficulty with understanding this and comprehending how it
will work. So, we need trial runs in proportional representation to pave the way for its
use in general elections.

Labour could keep a lot of people, including its party membership, happy if they did
this, because they would improve the quality of representation of Labour members in
many councils across the UK and ensure that it had a voice in places where sometimes
it has none at all. That surely has to be to its advantage. And, surely Labour wants to
make sure that it's represented on every council and that those who align with its
interests do get a voice in those places? Labour could guarantee that.

This is an almost no cost change, but which will improve the quality of local government
and the relationship of people in England, in particular, to that local government so that
it delivers better for the people of this country.

Come on, Labour, you can do this. The people of England should be able to do this. The
people of Wales want it. The people of Scotland have got it. Let's do it now.
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