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How deep is Labour’s puddle?
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| am not alone in noticing how widespread, but decidedly shallow, support for Labour
was in this election.

It was, in fact, much worse than expected. This was the final poll tracker from the BBC:

Average LAB 39% CON 21% REF 17% LD 11% GRN 7% SNP 3% PC <1%
Range (34-a4%) {16-25%) (14-20%) (B-14%) [4-10%} (2-47%) [=1-2%}
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*Because the SNP and Plaid Cymru only campaign in Scotland and Wales respectively, the margin of
error for their support across Great Britain is likely to be within +/- 1%. Latest chart update: 3 July
2024

The actual result with one seat (which will go to the LibDems) to be announced:

General election results 2024 so far

Share of the UK vote and share of seats in Parliament, with
one seat to come

Vote share Seats share

Reform UK- |‘l%

Liberal Democrat 12% I 11%
Green parties . 7% | 1%
SNP 3% Page 1/2 1%
DUPl 1% | 1%

Plaid Cymrul 1% |1%


https://www.taxresearch.org.uk/Blog/2024/07/06/how-deep-is-labours-puddle/

Labour did not get the 39 per cent or more anticipated level of support. It only got 34
per cent.

Incredibly, the Tories had a final bounce.

Reform did not do as well as expected.

Smaller parties and independents did do much better than expected.
The result is a horribly skewed parliamentary representation.

That left me struggling for a metaphor. The best | can come up with is of Labour being
possessed of a puddle of support. And, like a puddle, a very little has gone a long way.

There might be a veneer of support, and even the appearance of that being
widespread. However, because the reality is that this puddle is vey shallow, that
support is going to evaporate very quickly. It will rapidly lose both breadth and depth.
Before long it might not even be there at all, and we might wonder what this was all
about.

That is what | think is going to happen.
There may be trouble for Labour ahead. And if there is, it will be all of their own making.

They should enjoy their summer. To quote Irving Berlin:
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https://youtu.be/gACCCmMFKP807?si=08GB69g3dqOES9HYNn
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