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The Lords gave in to the Commons on the Safety of Rwanda Bill last night, as ultimately
they must. Democracy is sovereign and if those who have been elected insist that red is
blue then the Lords, having used their best endeavours to request that the Commons
change its mind, must give way even though they know that what the Commons is
claiming is wrong.

This is what happened last night. The Lords eventually agreed to let a Bill promoted by
a corrupt and racist government pass despite all the false claims within it. Rwanda is
not safe, whatever the Tories say.

The Lords are also right that the damage to the UK’s reputation as an upholder of
international law will be considerable.

The law that will now be enacted is also absurd. Instead of in any way solving the
problem of migration it will throw vast sums of money at token gesture deportations
that will be devastating for those involved, including most of the public servants who
will have to be engaged in this process. It is not even clear, as yet, that any planes will
be found to undertake the necessary flights to Rwanda.

And at the end of the day, after all this waste of effort, political capital, international
reputation and money, the policy will not work. The chance of being deported to
Rwanda will be so small, so extraordinary is the cost of each person deported and so
limited is the capacity to actually secure agreement for anyone to leave, that the
deterrent effect on those seeking to cross the Channel will be precisely zero. The boats
will not be stopped, and that was the aim, racist as it always was.

So, what has been achieved by the Tories? They have proved that they are racist,
vindictive, callous and straightforwardly cruel.

They have evidenced that the truth does not matter to them, and nor does the rule of
law.

They have delivered overwhelming evidence of their ability to waste public funds when
it suits them.

Page 1/2



Most of all, they have shown that they are liars. Rwanda is not safe, even if they have
passed a law saying it is, contrary to all the evidence.

So, electorally I think this also backfires for them. As disasters go, this one knows
almost no limits.

The absurdity was apparent in comments by Tim Loughton MP on Sky last night. His
claim was that we must have somewhere to send people who came to the UK who we
decide are not refugees but who could not be returned to their country of origin
because they would be refused entry there or they would be harmed if they did return.
In other words, they are undoubtedly refugees with a right to asylum but we just do not
want them, which contravenes international law. He then wanted them sent to Rwanda,
with a dubious recent history on this issue.

You could not make such absurd claims up, but he offered then as if he was sincere. If
he was then he also proved he will be doing politics a public service at the next election
by standing down. In the kindest possible comment | can offer, let me suggest that he
clearly is unable to construct coherent thoughts.

And meanwhile, some poor refugees will suffer the most inhumane treatment by this
government. It is my hope that lawyers will still be able to find ways to obstruct their
evil desires. What else is Common Law for?
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