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As the Observer noted yesterday:

Schools are finding beds, providing showers for pupils and washing uniforms as child
poverty spirals out of control, headteachers from across England have told the 
Observer.

School leaders said that as well as hunger they were now trying to mitigate exhaustion,
with increasing numbers of children living in homes without enough beds or unable to
sleep because they were cold. They warned that “desperate” poverty was driving
problems with behaviour, persistent absence and mental health.

They added a headteacher reporting that 
The school had many children living in “desperate neglect”. “Kids are sleeping on sofas,
in homes with smashed windows, no curtains, or mice,” he said. “I come out of some of
these properties and get really upset.”

The details come from:

report published on Friday by the Child of the North campaign, led by eight leading
northern universities, and the Centre for Young Lives thinktank, warned that after
decades of cuts to public services, schools were now the “frontline of the battle against
child poverty”, and at risk of being “overwhelmed”. It called on the government to
increase funding to help schools support the more than 4 million children now living in
poverty in the UK.

There is no point now thinking that we have a Conservative government. They are in
such disarray that they no longer function.

Instead we have to ask what Labour might do about this, and the answer we are told,
time and again, is that they will say there is no money left.

That is because they will not tax capital gains fairly, as if they are income, which is
exactly what they are.
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And it is because they still want to massively subsidise the savings of the wealthy by
providing excessive tax relief on the pension contributions of the wealthiest in our
society.

It is also  because they refuse to tax income from wealth at the rates paid by those with
income from work.

And it is because they still think that those on high earnings should pay much less,
proportionately, in national insurance than those on low earnings should.

Just put those right and you have round £50 billion (or more) to tackle this issue.

If Labour will not do that let’s be quite clear about what it will be doing: it will be
choosing to perpetuate poverty. So far, that seems to be its plan.

Nothing will ever make Labour acceptable to me until they say they they are going to
really tackle the issues arising from poverty, and to root out its causes. Why should I
tolerate them when they could do that, and so far say that they will not?

What is the point of power if it is not to help the most vulnerable and least well off?
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