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The Guardian reports this morning that:

Overall, during the year [2022-23] 12 million people were in absolute poverty [in the
UK] – equivalent to 18% of the population, including 3.6 million children – levels of
hardship last seen in 2011-12 after the financial crash.

Growth will not solve this. We know that wealth never has and never will trickle down.

In that case, nothing will change under Labour without radical reforms to benefits,
minimum wages, worker rights, trade union rights, and the probable creation of wage
councils. So far, I am not hearing nearly enough about those reforms, which instead
already appear to be at risk of being watered down.

We do, however, keep hearing from Labour about the need for growth.

As I argued yesterday, this is the wrong policy for this era in history. Meeting
everyone's needs within sustainable limits should be our priority now. Unless that
change happens, 12 million people will continue to live in absolute poverty in the UK.

Is that what Labour wants?
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