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Braverman, out of step

Published: January 13, 2026, 6:26 am

As the Guardian notes in its morning comment email:

Thousands of Britons should be trained to drive trucks, work in the meat industry and

gather crops rather than filling vacancies with foreign workers, Suella Braverman will
tell Conservative activists on Monday. With the government bracing for a record

increase in net migration figures later this month, the home secretary’s intervention will
be seen as a rebuff to cabinet calls for an easing of visa rules.

After a weekend of the Conservative Democratic Organisation conference, today we
have the start of another three-day jamboree from another far-right faction within the
Tories.

Braverman gave the CDO conference a miss, but it looks like many of the names from
the weekend will appear for a second outing. Jacob Rees-Mogg opens the show.

But what is the significance of Braverman's showing up? It is that Subnak cannot even
keep control of his holders of the principal offices of state. That's not good.

Nor is Braverman's message likely to go down well with anyone outside the far-right of
the Tories. After a weekend of decidedly woke television (Eurovision and the Baftas,
both being heavily political) her message of isolation and of increased limits on
immigration really does seem very out of step with the country.

Although, no doubt, those on the Tory far-right will simply say that this is evidence that

Gary Lineker really is in control of the fate of everything and everyone, except that of
Leicester City, of course.
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