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The Guardian confesses its sins. It is better for it, a...
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| would not normally quote a piece from a newspaper as long as this, but | do today. It
comes from the Guardian’s morning newsletter:

The story of the Manchester Guardian began in 1821, in the aftermath of the Peterloo
massacre, when working people rallying for political reform were killed by the troops

sent to disperse them. It was founded with the financial backing of a group of
middle-class radicals who shared founding editor John Edward Taylor's commitment to
enlightenment values, liberty, and justice.

That is a true story. But it is also an incomplete one. Yesterday, the Scott Trust - which
owns the Guardian today - published a report which excavates a far darker aspect of
the newspaper’s history.

The report sets out the evidence that, even as Taylor led a newspaper which favoured
the abolition of slavery, he profited from the labour of enslaved people through the
cotton trade. It also reveals that at least nine of his 11 backers had similar ties - and
one of them co-owned an estate in Jamaica where more than 100 people were
enslaved. Now the Scott Trust has apologised “for the part the Guardian and its
founders had in this crime against humanity”, and allocated more than £10m to a
decade-long restorative justice programme.

Meanwhile, the Guardian has published the first part of Cotton Capital, a series that
traces the story from its origins in 19th-century Manchester to its consequences today.

Thos video is well worth watching:

David Olusoga on the Guardian’s links to
slavery: ‘That reality can't be negotiated
with’ - video
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https://www.taxresearch.org.uk/Blog/2023/03/29/the-guardian-confesses-its-sins-it-is-better-for-it-and-the-actions-it-plans/
https://ablink.editorial.theguardian.com/ss/c/nxJUiThiU9ll2pIbH3nKTdTtJYPb9r1YhF6s-xBCelKPC6qpmt5_ANdMVfJe906LkDnCf8yjbuQ3fNXwOw7vHLb5-BnFUYW4l3ghXmidhb-DiJ0isbNrm6_ei7-KKyxOWYmn4TjwdmfSQH6YjgIFgH2rio4Ym3-GMU21AOun6kuafWWmqIBiNNMtYpbgnBqoY_pbcEkvL2JdeLSK1Sbc-Iv2noFVgC5ryA7tqYDaRYzijduYB5SOer5Q_YTT4TOTOVmHflZHobw93jy7VmlGGV8wl6Yzcw4zuu6KlN0Xnte-MgZpCAzqeSvrSK2Tku7CupS5aRHfURkt_LD551qSzEh1dwnn3n-bO8LZct8vPbvKqNDpJmTn8agDnHmRt4yXwxaomTcV2GWhzwc23-bH4fodCCmlyRLYNsZ6S-jaxdg/3uw/GqH4NLjmRY-afjXimKiXLw/h38/egakgU7pdCWsqZ9heTIhCQ4H1dAVg0SubdFsK7_U8ng
https://ablink.editorial.theguardian.com/ss/c/nxJUiThiU9ll2pIbH3nKTdTtJYPb9r1YhF6s-xBCelKPC6qpmt5_ANdMVfJe906LkDnCf8yjbuQ3fNXwOw7vHLb5-BnFUYW4l3ghXmidhb-DiJ0isbNrm6_ei7-KKyxOWYmn4TjwdmfSQH6YjgIFgH2rio4Ym3-GMU21AOun6kuafWWmqIBiNNMtYpbgnBqoY_pbcEkvL2JdeLSK1Sbc-Iv2noFVgC5ryA7tqYDaRYzijduYB5SOer5Q_YTT4TOTOVmHflZHobw93jy7VmlGGV8wl6Yzcw4zuu6KlN0Xnte-MgZpCAzqeSvrSK2Tku7CupS5aRHfURkt_LD551qSzEh1dwnn3n-bO8LZct8vPbvKqNDpJmTn8agDnHmRt4yXwxaomTcV2GWhzwc23-bH4fodCCmlyRLYNsZ6S-jaxdg/3uw/GqH4NLjmRY-afjXimKiXLw/h38/egakgU7pdCWsqZ9heTIhCQ4H1dAVg0SubdFsK7_U8ng
https://ablink.editorial.theguardian.com/ss/c/TBl-lE0k4WbTlFRn6v-lQXxTpTslqnvUsR2ofAkC00tTx2oFoW96IaVDLRxoCAJPwRJAmODcMLGMQ7JsgF0WIRz--6OPns5vQfjXuwaSerrnCcp1A6XePovubk_aKZkEcJePPkPK7XDHNCrl6FulmtD1HQ-QKM6L0nW0fqA_CVx_-9X2dPqi4L4OBXQj7l7NWeybNcNKDttBzufF5YoE81MnymESTK0WoAtyHuCRj4NH2dxGYJbaim616Ybk0onfVtipfTJ62EOJmWTcZVID-_RTwRr0Dk8toPXSpZpOPPGRCqRE8Se8ukq-N5F7OfkInNID2vEhHHBas6-BkOpzRQ/3uw/GqH4NLjmRY-afjXimKiXLw/h39/Xm9HcoPmQIVJXs8RdTxZ6gyLOx08JTSvThILR92rkTc
https://ablink.editorial.theguardian.com/ss/c/TBl-lE0k4WbTlFRn6v-lQXxTpTslqnvUsR2ofAkC00v2uGro-99_qlWTOU7XZHIDYrY7bLtFpUFLx9wC4om1PCeOBt2FX5DaAvpQ8i42NOpEvKfA-SKWEZunpIjZx3YOFyh2DNI_Lzt9xTexcztkSXEs551G8-H3kRCCf8PzSA6gITGGJX7MLa54LkfWJz1nIhDXtfMFQXOyGSQizkq-An_tn-WN2QSLfxKI2ZHxwGRFAKvCJiEQkoO6ZIeehIj59s2oUo_tuz8aVDiZ2jhCYselBMeA-nsK6Qsz1Y9NKVRIbe7ptfH3i-gzYGI70ihxTrPvMPwygm8RIRVPGC7diA/3uw/GqH4NLjmRY-afjXimKiXLw/h40/dNbaYodQ2z07fWHZo_BJl7OEWQW_wBv8U5P8PAems7M
https://ablink.editorial.theguardian.com/ss/c/TBl-lE0k4WbTlFRn6v-lQXxTpTslqnvUsR2ofAkC00sVs8_oU-EozDbG3mxu6pnmf7VAAe9DENIvpCtOREENisu8KGzOYszv0MXxOZ0nWm8pJvLpbJgHEUeYk6Zn0FJwq8NUUl3RalZa3B_G3GzrFPj-VDMm5ChRGoVdkjIIxqtmI_U_DjmQglJ8E2cdOVPk3j90PEtYXHxyCpEPTK1ETixp-C6c5U-dJfcIlZmLpktAkU-SSu3fKCXxmNXjfSnd/3uw/GqH4NLjmRY-afjXimKiXLw/h41/I9L71ruWoD8EaSrqxQqejvYxmzpUMhdB67UrmOxiXes

In it, Prof David Olusoga, who is a Scott Trustee, and therefore one of those with
responsibility for publishing the Guardian, admits his own previous blindness to its
history.

He suggests that the Guardian has an “unpayable debt”. In the video, he reflects on
why the work of seeking redemption is an obligation nonetheless. “That reality can’t be
negotiated with, it can’t be explained away,” he says. “This history can never be solved.
It can never be remedied. But something good can come from it.”

| applaud the Guardian for addressing this issue.
It is appropriate that it acknowledge its own deep failings on this issue in its past.

The acknowledgement that abuse and exploitation has occurred does not wipe the slate
clean. The harm cannot be undone. But acknowledgement begins a process. Nothing
happens without that.

The Guardian will, no doubt, be accused of being ‘woke’ by those on the right. Thank
goodness, | say. Isn’t awareness of systemic abuse and a desire to eradicate its
consequences essential for our current wellbeing? If not, why not? That is the question
the right will not answer.
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https://ablink.editorial.theguardian.com/ss/c/TBl-lE0k4WbTlFRn6v-lQXxTpTslqnvUsR2ofAkC00t1-AWozCBqa8VU_VZQgwL-STPeqwH6ixG7wun0hPnwryhG9nWM29MQUSH0xT2oE38-UU24KBMYHYR_fVXWSUz7CAWAPghgKI4ZHzER8aGY-YqyZXAkyZBEBBvwZSexygiQ97Ofr8p2tmdAUJocYLfB9aVm_4wQbxOFgXXegIsiJY3L8qa61sRQHa7xnq10BHAlYXIOrBTtBH829TGE0s2l2am0s5ksouAdt5OQyT-7JAJofWMxJNYeRb84Up1T2HeLydUkanrelB0VrlsgeHLn4Q6oYu2P0n_h7vS0m47m8vvDMpOMzsLQPGYPl2AWSfg/3uw/GqH4NLjmRY-afjXimKiXLw/h52/5OVSybhzrV_oGYs66PCCbSfXWB9cD1QfWpOjVOUQoL8

