Funding the Future

We need politics that cares

Published: January 14, 2026, 5:23 am

In the context of my last post on the need to tackle authoritarianism and making the

assumption that authoritarianism and hate crime are associated, this data from the
government is sobering:

Key results

+ inyear ending March 2022, there were 155,841 hate crimes recorded by the police in
England and Wales, a 26 per cent increase compared with the previous year

« this was the biggest percentage increase in hate crimes since year ending March
2017, when there was a 29 per cent rise
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The breakdown was as follows:

Table 2.1: Hate crimes recorded by the police by monitored strand, year ending
March 2018 to year ending March 2022[fcotnote 2]

Numbers and England

percentages and Wales

Hate crime 2017/18 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 %change

strand 2020/21

to

2021722

Race 71,264 78,906 [x] 92,063 109,843 19

Religion 8,339 8,559 [x] 6,383 8,730 37

Sexual 11,592 14,472 [x] 18,596 26,152 4
orientation
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Disability 7.2 8,250 [x] 9,945 14,242 43

Transgender 1,703 2,329 [x] 2,799 4,355 56


https://www.taxresearch.org.uk/Blog/2023/02/13/we-need-politics-that-cares/
https://www.taxresearch.org.uk/Blog/2023/02/13/a-proper-democracy-might-work-better-than-the-nasty-mess-we-have-got-we-should-give-it-a-try/
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/hate-crime-england-and-wales-2021-to-2022/hate-crime-england-and-wales-2021-to-2022
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/hate-crime-england-and-wales-2021-to-2022/hate-crime-england-and-wales-2021-to-2022

Crimes in all categories except religion are rising.

Let's not pretend that there is nothing we need to do to tackle the cause of this crime.
The increases in this type of crime are stark warning of there being real fear amongst
some who feel alienated within our society.

It is my suggestion that they feel alienated by the deliberately created growing
economic inequality that has been created by austerity over the last decade. This
growth in inequality is known to trigger authoritarian attitudes.

Without an adequate avenue for expression of that fear resulting from economic
inequality those feeling it are blaming others more vulnerable than themselves, and so
are creating fear for them, and they in turn then feel that they too are isolated and
unprotected within this society that appears not to care about them as well.

This is what happens when the existing political hierarchy of the UK only reinforces the
hierarchies of wealth-driven power within this country.

It goes without saying that that hierarchy of power is where change has to begin. We
need politics that cares.
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